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BERO
HEADQUATERS SIXTH ARMY
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2
Civil Information and Education Section
APO 442
6 October 1945
SUBJECT: Results of interviews with officers of Doshisha University,
Kyoto.

To - Lt. Col. J. Woodall Greene, OMS, GHQ, SCAP, APO500

1. The attached material is the result of two interviews held by
Sixth Army officers with the President and leading faculty members of

Doshisha University in Kyoto.

2. The information and opinions expressed by these men may be
representative of those held by other liberal elements, and as such should

be of interest in planning for civil education.

3. Commander Schieffelin, USNR, who held the original interview,
is a member of the Military Government Section, Hq Sixth Army. In

view of the present status of Military Government the Commander was
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anxious to make available to the Civil Information and Education Section

any material he might have.

4. The enclosure is a copy of the constitution of a newly formed
“liberal” organization, the guiding spirits of which include the men
interviewed. As a first concrete step the organization is turning over the
ground floor of its “Amherst Building” (used now for administration) to

be used as a reading and writing room for American officers and men.

(REER)
JOHN R. SANDBERG,
Captain, QMC.

BERO
HEADQUATERS SIXTH ARMY
Military Government Section
APO 442
4 October 1945

REPORT TO MILITARY GOVERNMENT OFFICER OF
INFORMAL INTERVIEW WITH AUTHORITIES OF DOSHISHA
UNIVERSITY ON 3 OCTOBER, 1945.

1. In order to develop information pertaining to the Japanese
Educational System to assist in the activation of policies established by

CINC AFPAC, I requested the Japanese liaison official, Mr. Nakamura, to
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nominate an appropriate Japanese gentleman prominent in the field of

education, to act as unofficial preliminary advisor.

2. Mr. Nakamura named Professor M. Namba of the department
of Sociology in Doshisha University, who arranged an informal conference
with Mr. Toraji Makino, President of the University, the Rev. Tetsutaro
Ariga, Dean of the Theological School, and himself.

3. I prepared a list of questions which appeared to me pertinent
and propounded them to these three gentlemen on the afternoon of 3
October in the Administration Building of Doshisha University. The

questions and answers are listed below.

a. Ques: What time is now devoted to military training in Japanese
Universities and Colleges?

Ans: In 1923 it started with 2 hours a week; increased by rapid
stages after the Manchukuo Incident to 6 hours a week, which was the
time devoted to this subject at the end of the war.

b. Ques: What features are the most desirable as a substitute for
these?

Ans: Competitive sports; recreational activities.

c. Ques: How is the subject of History covered in Japanese primary
schools at present?

Ans: Only Japanese and Oriental History is given.

d. Ques: What would you recommend in the way of changes?
Ans: Broader courses should be started in primary schools. More

stories about other countries’ histories and the great people of other
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countries should be included.
e. Ques: How is language study now conducted in the schools?
Ans: Nothing but Japanese is taught in the first six years.
f. Ques: What changes in language study would you recommend?

Ans: Have the Roman Characters taught in primary schools. Start

English study in Middle Schools. The teaching system (English) is not
much good now. Japanese teachers must be taught a better method of
teaching English.

g. Ques: What books on American History are now studied in
Japanese schools? How is the subject treated?

Ans: American History is taught only as a part of the general
History or European or Western History. In secondary and higher
schools there are three courses—Western History, Eastern History and
Japanese History.

h. Ques: How do you think the personnel problem can be handled?
(Elimination of undesirably militaristic and nationalistic people from
teaching staffs)

Ans: Some elimination is necessary, but there don't seem to be
very many bad ones. The majority are liberal.

1. Ques: How is religion treated in the schools?

Ans: Non-religious.

j. Ques: How is national philosophy and ancestor worship introduced
in school training?

Ans: The Sinto Shrines are national—not the 13 Sinto Sects; these
are religious and not necessarily national.

k. Ques: What ideas have you regarding the changes which may be

necessary in university training?
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Ans: Judo and Kendo are not compulsory—they are considered
sports. Drill must be eliminated entirely.

l. Ques: Do you know of any institutions which are so militaristic and
super-nationalistic that they should be abolished forthwith?

Ans: Do not know of any.

m.Ques: Can you tell me the names of those now in the National
Department of Education at the top who are opposed to de-militarization
and the other ideas we desire to introduce?

Ans: General Araki opposed Tojo's poltics - Mr.Tamom Mayeda
now is minister; he is very liberal - Christian - quaker; was in labor
office in Geneva.

n. Ques: What kind of courses on government are taught? At what
grade does this training start, and what courses are devoted to foreign
and ancient types applying to other countries?

Ans. Such courses are given only in universities. Some courses of
this type are given in the SENMON-GAKKO.

0. Ques: How are students selected for training above the sixth
grade? Does influence and means enter into it?

Ans: 1 point, physical exam; 1 point, recommendation by the
School Principal; 1 point, personal interview; 1 point, marks in school. The
composite of these four points is the basis of selection.

p. Ques: Do you think introduction of coeducation would be feasible
and desirable?

Ans: Yes, desirable. Pres. Makino feels strongly that this could be

done throughout the country. At present coeducation goes up to the 3rd
grade (children about 10 years old). Meiji University in Tokyo is partly

coeducational. Other universities are not coeducational, except for

35



Doshisha which is itself. In some medical schools there are special cases
of women being admitted.

q. Ques: What opportunities are offered to brilliant students who are
self-supporting for higher education?

Ans: The National Education Aid Association under officials who
are part of the National Educational Administration called IKUEIKAI
helps poverty stricken students, students injured in the war, and some
brilliant students. There is large scale student aid, more of it than in the
us.

r. Ques: Is there “academic freedom” of any sort for professors in
higher educational institutions?

Ans: Before the Manchukuo affair there was academic freedom.
After that the Ministry of Education removed professors frequently and
there has been no academic freedom.

s. Ques: Are not the state or government owned universities
completely subjugated to the dissemination of government doctrines and
philosophies?

Ans: Government schools and private universities follow Article 1
of the Law of Education.

t. Ques: How are private universities able to function in competition
with state universities? What is there financial stability? What is the
outlook for continued operation of private universities?

Ans: Private universities are rather weak financially. 80% of the
expenses of government universities are paid by the government, the
balance coming from tuition. In private universities, 80% of the expenses
are provided by tuition, 20% by endowments and other resources.

u. Ques: In your opinion, is it possible to educate Japanese to the
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belief in democratic principles applied in a world order looking toward
the abolition of despotism and the achievement of universal peace?

Ans: After the first World War democratic principles pervaded
Japan. From 1918 to 1925, radical principles became strong. Military
domination followed this.

v. Ques: What vocational guidance is offered to students? Are
students free to choose their own vocation?

Ans: There is very little guidance and some hereditary influence
is exercised. Japanese students like to work for large concerns rather
than individual enterprise. Small businesses have very hard going.

w.Ques: Do large vested interests attempt to restrict education in
order to secure a large labor force at low cost?

Ans: Not at all.

(WEEZL)

J. J. SCHIEFFLIN,

Comr, USNR

Formerly, Ed. & Fine Arts Section
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BEHO
HEADQUATERS SIXTH ARMY
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2
Civil Information and Education Section
APO 442
6 October 1945
SUBJECT: Subsequent interview with officials of Doshisha University on
5 October 1945.

In a subsequent brief interview at which two officers of the Civil
Information and Education Section were present, some additional points
were raised. The following questions and answers present the gist of the

discussion:

a. Ques: Did most of the returning Japanese veterans have their
education interrupted when they entered service?

Ans: Since relatively few Japanese go beyond the primary grades
most of the veterans did not have their education interrupted. Many of
those who would normally attend higher grades and university, however,
were unable to complete their courses.

b. Ques: Are many veterans expected to resume their schooling?

Ans: In general only those who would have attended anyway will
resume their work. A large percentage of these seem to be returning.
Although it is the Japanese mid-year, Doshisha University is crowded to
capacity (approximately 6,000 students) by the sudden rush. They
understood that some trade schools were being opened for the veterans,

and that night schools would be available.
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c. Ques: What attitude is expected in the veterans on matters of
liberalism and internationalism?
Ans: It is still too early to properly judge their feelings, especially
since few overseas veterans have returned.
(WEEE L)
JOHN R. SANDBERG
Captain, QMC.

ER®
COPY
1 October 1945

THE KYOTO CITIZENS SOCIETY FOR
INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL COOPERATION

CONSTITUTION

Article 1. Name: The name of this Society shall be the Kyoto Citizens
Society for Intenational Cultural Cooperration.
Article 2. Objects: The objects of this Society shall be:
a. Post-War cultural liaison with Allied Forces.
b. Promotion of friendly relationship Allied Forces
(especially America) by means of cultural exchange.
c. Research, seminar, lecture, translation and publication of
books and pamphlets on American culture.

Article 3. Office: The Office of this Society shall be located in Doshisha
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University for the time being.

Article 4. Membership: Any person interested in the objects of this
Society and who has been recommended by the two
members of the Society and approved by the Board of
Directors thereof may become a member of the Society.

Article 5. Fees and Dues: The member of the Society shall pay initiation
fees and dues to the Treasurer of the Society.

Article 6. Officers: The Officers of the Society shall be:

President
Three Vice Presidents
Several Directors
Treasurer
Several Advisors
Secretaries
The Board of Directors shall consist of those who
are elected to the general meeting of the Society.

Article 7. Expense: The expense of this Society shall be met by the
initiation fees, dues, and donations.

Article 8 Amendments: Amendments to the constitution of this Society
shall be made only at a regular meeting thereof by a

two-thirds vote of the members present.
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