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SUMMARY
In this paper, I discuss the relationship between social welfare (social work) and
Christianity in three historical periods. These periods are (1) the pre-welfare state

era (charity era) when religion, especially Christianity, had a strong influence with
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positive roles and functions on social welfare as charity work; (2) the welfare state
era when the national government had strong authority and responsibility in the
sphere of social welfare, while religion's role here was limited and relatively weak;
and (3) the post-welfare state era when the government’s responsibility in welfare
was much weaker and thus religion sought a new stage or “public domain.” In this
new era of public domain, the concept of “spirituality,” rather than religion, has
become important. The paper discusses the significant relationships between this
spirituality and social work with practical examples using the earlier papers of
Edward Canda.
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