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Esotericism and Exotericism in the Early Imamiyyah:
Analysis of Tafsirs and the Collections of Hadiths in the Minor
Occultation
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Abstract:

This paper focuses on exoteric doctrines in the early Imamiyyah through analysis of
laws transmitted by imams. In order to consider the doctrines of the early Imamiyyah, we
must refer to literature written during the period of the Minor Occultation.

Through our analysis, we demonstrate that exoteric doctrines as well as esoteric
ones are original to the early Imamiyyah. Some differences of law between the
Imamiyyah and the Ahl al-Sunnah are caused by the different interpretations of the
apparent (zahir) meanings of the Qur’an and Sunnah. However, we can see that there are
differences which are caused by the Imami belief that imams and their followers are
special. Examples include certain rules reflecting the distinctions among imami, mukhalif,
and nasib, as well as rules giving imams and their family certain privileges. The
continuity of these rules from the Minor Occultation onwards shows that the Imamiyyah

has regarded the exoteric doctrines as important elements transmitted by their imams.

Keywords:

Imamiyyah, Imam, Exotericism, Esotericism, Hadith
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