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The Development of Social Studies Textbook Using Media Symphony :
Senior High School Level Global Unit “Society of Korea : Religions and Everyday Life”

Kunihide Kaneko

The purpose of this research is development of senior high school level global unit and its
software. Media symphony is an original concept which means the teaching materials using
freely hyper linked sentences and images. These will also easily enlarge only by one click and
will be read up by artificial voice. Combination of these functions will open a new way to real-
ize such concepts as universal design and hyper textbooks.

In my opinion, it is very important for children and students who study social studies to get
the viewpoints which consist of four elements. Four basic elements are space (geography), time
(history), universal (civics), and me (self). And these elements lose its power if they are
treated separately as if there is no connection between them. So, one of the purposes of my re-
search is to develop multi-dementional teaching material including these points of view.

The result of this research is media symphonic global unit series “Korea”. This paper intro-
duce a pilot unit titled “Society of Korea : Religions and Everyday Life” which tries to respond
above demands by developing OS free and universal unit materials and paper-based teaching and
learning plans with them. The aim of this content is to make both global and local understanding
through studying Korea in four perspectives, and all these perspectives will also be combined as
total understanding of Korea. In the last stage students will get four points of view that will be
important and useful to treat many other countries. These points consists of 1) society, 2) cul-
ture, 3) history, 4) government, economy and foreign affairs.

Lastly, this report paper is concerning pilot study, so I think the final style of media sym-
phonic textbook will be very different style from this pilot one.

Key words: Media symphony, Global unit, “Korea”, OS free, Hyper textbook, Paper-based
teaching and learning guide book plans





