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Runners’ Destination Image at Urban Marathon Race:
An Analysis of Nara Marathon 2014

Wei Hu', Hiroaki Ninomiya’, Yoshifumi Bizen’, Hiroto Shoji’

The purpose of this study was to clarify the differences in destination image among the Nara Marathon 2014 runners
who came from different residential areas. After the completion of the Nara Marathon 2014, we conducted an internet
survey on the runners who participated. By distinguishing the respondents’ places of residence (prefecture) by zip code,
respondents were divided into two groups, “outside the Kinki region” and “Kinki region.” We analyzed the difference
in mean value by a t-test using the runners’ place of residence as an independent variable, and destination image
as a dependent variable. Results revealed that the group “outside the Kinki region” scored higher on the following
eight items: “Nara has urbanized cities,” “Nara has a rich cultural heritage,” “Nara has a unique culture,” “Nara has
famous historical sites,” “Nara’s cities and tourist sites are clean,” “Nara’s transportation is well-developed,” “Nara has
infrastructure for entertainment and leisure,” and “Nara provides good quality service.” Meanwhile, they scored lower
on these two items: “Nara is a place to enjoy good weather” and “Nara has pleasant weather.” Thus we concluded that
runners who came from outside the Kinki region, considered Nara an excellent place for “culture,” “urban sightseeing,”
and “convenience.”
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