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This book considers first the problems of style and structure Mark Twain
faced the outset of his career, and traces his handling of these problems in
nine of his principal works. Since questions of technique necessarily involve
questions of meaning, I have dealt also with his ethical ideas.
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It was not wrong? You do not think me wrong?
I did it for the best. Indeed I meant it so.
And it was done in love-—not passion; no,

But only love, You do not think me wrong ?
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*Twould comfort me to think I was not wrong ...

If I had spoken! If I had known—if I had only known!
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...the central drama of his mature literary life was his discovery of the us-
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able past. He began to make this discovery in his early and middle thirties
——a classic watershed age for self-redefinition—as he explored the literary
and psychological options of a new, created identity called Mark Twain.
And this usable past, imaginatively transformed into literature, was to

occupy him for the rest of his life.
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