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Much of the time, which she might readily have
applied to the beiter efforts of her art, she employed
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in making coarse garments for the poor. It is probable
that there was an idea of penance in this mode of
occupation, and that she offered up a real sacrifice of
enjoyment, in devoting so many hours to such rude

handiwark. (Italics mine) (p. 95)
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The letter was the symbol of her calling. Such
helpfulness was found in her,—so much power to do,
and power to sympathize,—that many people refused
to interpret the scarlet A by its original significance.
They said it meant Able; so strong was Hester Prynne,
with a woman’s strength. (pp. 183-4)

Individuals in private life, meanwhile, had quite
forgiven Hester Prynne for her frailty; nay, more,
they had begun to look upon the scarlet letter as the
token, not of that one sin, for which she had borne
so long and dreary a penance, but of her many good
“Do you see that woman with the em-
“It
is our Hester,—the town’s own Hester, who is so

deeds since.

broidered badge?” they would say to strangers.

kind to the poor, so helpful to the sick, so comfortable
to the afflicted!” (p. 185)
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For years past she had looked from this estranged
point of view at human institutions, and whatever
priests or legislators had established ; criticising all with
hardly more reverence than the Indian would feel for
the clerical band, the judicial robe, the pillory, the
gallows, the fireside, or the church. (p. 227)
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It might be that another feeling kept her within the
There
dwelt, there trode the feet of one with whom she

scene and pathway that had been so fatal.

deemed herself connected in a union, that unrecognized
on earth, would bring them together before the bar of
final judgment, and make that their marriage-altar, for

a joint futurity of endless retribution. (p. 91)
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The world’s law was no law for hér (i.e. Hester’s)
mind. It was an age in which the human intellect,
newly emancipated, had taken a more active and a
Men of
Men

bolder than these had overthrown and rearranged—not

wider range than for many century before.

the sword had overthrown nobles and kings.

actually, but within the sphere of theory which was
their most real abode-—the whole system of ancient
prejudice, wherewith was linked much of ancient prin-
ciple. Hester Prynne imbibed this spirit. She assumed
a freedom of speculation, then common enough on the
other side of the Atlantic, but which our forefathers,
had they known it, would have held to be a deadlier
stigmatized by the

crime than that scarlet letter.

(p. 187)
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It is remarkable that persons who speculate the most
boldly often conform with the most perfect quietude
to the external regulations of society. The thought
suffices them, without investing itself in the flesh and
blood of action. So it seemed to be with Hester. (p.
187) ,
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Thus, we seem to see that, as regarded Hester
Prynne, the whole seven years of outlaw and ignominy
had been little other than a preparation for this very
hour. (p. 228)
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“Shall we not meet again?” whispered she, bending
her face down close to his. “ Shall we not spend our
immortal life together? Surely, surely, we have ran-
Thou lookest
Then

tell me what thou seest?” (Italics mine) (p. 291)

somed one another, with all this woe!

far into eternity, with those bright dying eyes!
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She assured them of her firm belief, that, at some
brighter period, when the world should have grown
ripe for it, in Heaven’s own time a new truth would
be revealed, in order to establish the whole relation
between man and woman on a surer ground of mutual

happiness. (p. 299)
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VEPBEOOQEBN O LY
This morbid meddling of conscience with an immate-
rial matter betokened, it is to be feared, no genuine and
steadfast penitence, but something doubtful, something
that might be deeply wrong, beneath. (Italics mine)
(p. 95)
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...there was a more real life for Hester Prynne here,
in New England, than in that unknown region where
Pearl had found a home.
here, her sorrow ; and here was yet to be her penitence.

Here had been her sin;

&



She

own free will, for not the sternest magistrate of

had returned, therefore, and resumed,—of her
that iron period would have imposed it,—resumed the
symbol of which we have related so dark a tale.
(Ttalics mine) (p. 298)
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...that there was an absolute circle of radiance around

her, on the darksome cottage floor, (p. 102)

Pearl...did actually catch the sunshine, and stood
laughing in the midst of it, all brightened by its
splendour. (p. 209)

In the brook beneath stood another child—another
child and the same,—
bright. (p. 237)

Pearl, herself a symbol, and the connecting link
They stood in the noon of that

strange and solemn splendour, as if it were the light

with like-wise its ray of golden

between those two.

that is to reveal all ‘secrets, and the daybreak- that
shall unite all who belong to one another. (p. 175)
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“Tt is for the same reason that the minister keeps
his hand over his heart!” (p. 203)
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“Now thou art my mother indeed! And I am thy
little Pearl!

In a mood of tenderness that was not unusual with
her, she drew down her mother’s head, and kissed her
brow and both her cheeks. But then,—~by a kind of
necessity that always impelled this child to alloy what-
ever comfort she might chance to give a throb of
anguish—Pearl put up her mouth, and kissed the scarlet

letter too! (p. 241)
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What does the letter mean, mother ?—and :why does

thou wear it ?—and why does the minister keep his
hand over his heart? (p. 205)

“ And mother, he has his hand over his heart! Is
it because, when the minister wrote his name in the
book, the Black Man set his mark in that place?” (p.
213) )

“ And will he always keep his hand over his heart?”
(p. 242)
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The

great scene of grief in which the wild infant bore a

Pearl kissed his lips. A spell was broken.
part, had developed all her sympathies; and as her
tears fell upon her father’s cheek, they were the pledge

that she would grow up amid human joy and sorrow,



nor forever as battle with the world; but be a woman
in it. Towards her mother, too, Pearl’s-errand as a

messenger of anguish was all fulfilled. (p. 291)
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...there was an air about this young minister,—an
apprehensive, a startled, a half-frightened look,—as of
a being who felt himself quite astray and at a loss in
the pathway of human existence, and could only be at
ease in some seclusion of his o6wn. Therefore, so far
as his duties would permit, he trod in the shadowy

by-paths,...(p. 76)
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...the young minister at once came forward, pale
and holding his hand ouer his heart, as was his custom
whenever his peculiarly nervous temperament was

thrown into agitation. (Ttalics mine) (p. 128)
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With all this difference of opinion as to the cause
of his decline, there could be no question of the fact.
His form grew emaciated his voice, though still rich
and sweet, had certain melancholy prophecy of decay
in it; he was often observed, on any slight alarm or
other sudden accident, to put his hand over his heart,
with first a flush and then a paleness, indicative of
pain. (Jtalics mine) (p. 136)

But how could the young minister say so, when,
with every successive Sabbath, his cheek was paler
and thinner, and his voice more tremulous than before,

—vwhen it had now become a constant habit, rather

2



than a casual gesture to press his hand over his heart?
(Ttalics mine) (p. 137)

“Nay,” rejoined the young minister, putting his hand
to his heart, with a flush of pain flitting over his

<

brow, “were I worthier to walk there, I could be

better content to toil here.” (Italics mine) (p. 138)
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With what a wild look of wonder, joy, and horror!
With what a ghastly rapture, as it were, too mighty

to be expressed only by the eye and features, and
therefore bursting forth through the whole ugliness
of his figure, and making itself even riotously manifest
by the extravagant gestures with which he throw up
his arms towards the ceiling and stamped his foot
upon the floor! Had a man seen old Roger Chilling-
worth, at the moment of his ecstasy, he would have
had no need to ask how Satan comports himself when
a precious human soul is lost to heaven, and won

into his kingdom. (p. 157)
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To the untrue man, the whole universe is false,—it
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is impalpable,—it shrinks to nothing within his grasp.
And he himself, in so far as he shows himself in a
false light, becomes a shadow, or, indeed, ceases to
exist. The only truth that continued to give Mr.
Dimmesdale a real existence on this earth was the
anguish in his inmost soul, and the wundissembled

Had he once found

power to smile, and wear a face of gayety, there

" expression of it in his aspect.

would have been no such man! (pp. 165-6)
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“Wilt thou stand here with mother and me, to-
morrow noontide ?” inquired Peax].

“Nay, not so, my little Pearl,” answered the mini-
ster; for with thé new energy of the moment, all the
dread of public exposure, that had so long been the
anguish of his life, had returned upon him;...“Not
s0, my child. I shall, indeed, stand with thy mother
and thee, one other mm%v but not tomorrow.”

Pearl laughed.

“But wilt thou promise,” asked Pearl, “to take my
hand and mother’s hand, to-morrow noontide ?”

“Not then Pearl,” said the minister, “but another
time.”

“ And what other time ? ” persisted the child.

“ At the great judgment day,” whispered the mini-



ster,...“ Then, and there, before the judgment-seat, thy
mother, and thou, and I must stand together. But

the daylight of this world shall not see our meeting!
Pearl laughed again. (p. 174)
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“No, Hester, no!” replied the clergyman. “ There
is no substance in it! It is cold and dead, and can
do nothing for me! Of penance, I have had enough!

Of penitence, there has been none! Else, I should

long ago have thrown off these garments of mock
holiness, and have shown myself to mankind as they
will see me at the judgment-seat.
Hester, that wear the scarlet letter openly upon your
bosom ! (p. 218)
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Be the stern and sad truth spoken, that the breath
which guilt has once made into the human soul is

never, in this mortal state, repaired. (p. 229)

e K R IKE AB 2 B 50 BE 40 10 1 (E4R Q I M

Happy are you,
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" The wretched minister!
very like it. (i. e. the act of selling himself to the fined,
mentioned by Mistress Hibbins) Tempted by a dream
of happiness, he had yielded himself, with deliberate
choice, as he had never done before, to what he knew
was deadly sin. And the infectious poison of that sin
had been thus rapidly diffused throughout his moral
system. It had stupefied all blessed wn.GEmmwv and
awakened into vivid life the whole brotherhood of bad
ones. (p. 253)

He had made a bargain’
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Hester Prynne, gazing steadfastly at the clergyman,
felt a dreary influence come over her, but wherefore
or whence she knew not; unless that he seemed so
remote from her own sphere, and utterly beyond her
reach. One glance of recognition, she had imagined,
must needs pass between them. She thought of the
dim forest, with its little dell of solitude, and love, and
anguish, and the mossy tree-trunk, where, sitting hand
in hand, they had mingled their sad and passionate
talk with the melancholy murmur of the brook. How
deeply had they known each other then! And was
this the man ? She hardly knew him now ! (pp. 272-3)
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“The law we broke !—the sin here so awfully re-

vealed !—let these alone be in thy thoughts! I fear!
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I fear! 1t may _um.ﬁwmﬁ when we forgot our God,—
when we violated our reverence each for the other’s
soul,—it was thenceforth vain to hope that we could
meet hereafter, in an everlasting and pure reunion.
He hath proved his

mercy, most of all, in my afflictions. By giving me

God knows; and He is merciful !

this burning torture to bear upon my breast! By
sending yonder dark and terrible oldman, to keep the
torture always at red-heat! By bringing me hither,
to die this death of triumphant ignominy before the
people! Had either of these agonies been wanting, I
had been lost foreever! Praised be his name! His

" will be done! Farewell!” (p. 291-2.)
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Would not the earth, quickened to an evil purpose
by the sympathy of his [i. e. Chillingworth’s] eye,
greet him with poisonous shrubs, of species hitherto
unknown, that would start up under his fingers? Ot
might it suffice him that every wholesome growth
should be converted into something deleterious and
Did the sun, which shone
so brightly everywhere else, really fall upon him?

malignant at his touch?

Or was there, as it rather seemed, a circle of ominous
shadow moving along with his deformity, whichever
way he turned himself? (p. 199) -
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® Welek & Warren, Theory of Literature (New York
Harcourt, Brace, 1949), pp. 139-143. f{m°

® Leonard J. Fick, The Light Beyond {Westminster, Mar-
yland : The Newman Press, 1955), pp. 72 ff. Q8°

@ cof. The Scarler Letter (“ Modern Library College Edi-
tion), p. 72.

® Bad% “It had the effect of a spell, taking her out of
the ordinary relations with humanity, and enclosing her
in a sphere by herself.” (p. 62) Q&°

@ cf. Richard Chase, The American Novel and Its Tradi-

o

tion (“A Doubleday Anchor Book ™), p. 77. Little Pearl,
one should say first, is a vividly real child whom Hawthorne
modeled on his own little daughter Una... N2 5 VW B W R
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