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...... he feit himself free from sericus sin, but it had
never occurred to him that his life was important,
He didn’t drink, he didn’t forni-

cate, he didn’t ever lie, but he never regarded this

one way or other.

absence of sin as virtue. (The Heart of the Matter :

Heinemann, Uniform Edition, p. 130)
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which will c,E< keep me away from myself.
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What right have you, he longed to exélaim, to cri-

ticise her? This is my doing. This is what T've
made of her. She wasn’t always like this.

(3bid., p. 29)
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Friday. Fine day. Walk in the morning. Y. called
in the evening. His .wms was powerless to convey
the importance of any entry: Only he himself, if



he had cared to read back, nomE have seen in the
last phrase but one enormous breach pzfy had blasted
through his integrity. (gbid., p. 130)
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QOutside the rest house he stopped again. The lights
inside would have given an extraordinary impression
of peace if one hadn’t known, just as the stars on this
clear night gave also an impression of remoteness,

security, freedom. If one knew, he wondered, the

facts, would one have to feel pity even for the

planets ?

HEART OF THE MATTER?

(ibid., p. 141)
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We are saved or damned by our thought, not by
(G. Greene: The Lost Childhood and
other Essays, Francots Mauriac, Eyre & Spotiswood,
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