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A Brief Review of the 3" Asia Pacific International Conference

of the Association for Business Communication in Kyoto
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Good morning, distinguished members of the ABC and the JBEA, honorable guests, ladies and
gentlemen. As a captain of the steamship “ABC” sailing from Singapore two years ago, I am very
honored and delighted to announce that the ship has finally reached Kyoto, its destination port, this
morning. The overall voyage has been very smooth because of the painstaking and warmhearted co-
operation of all the crews on board the vessel. I heartily wish to extend my sincere thanks to Profes-
sors Nakasako, Nakamuras, Ms’s Suzuki and Kinugawa, and Mr Tanigaki for their hard efforts to
have made this safe voyage possible. Without their cooperation, this ship ABC could not have arrived
safely here today.

I wish to warmly welcome all the participants in this conference from ten countries. Since you
are now in the old capital town, let me tell you an old Japanese tale. Once upon a time there was a
feudal lord who had three sons. He wanted all three sons to join arms to defend their land. One day
he had three arrows brought into his room. Then he had his sons try to break them. The arrows were
easily snapped in two. Then, the lord had each of his sons try to break three arrows bound together.
Though they tried and tried, no one could break the three arrows. The three brothers learned how
strong a thin arrow becomes when it is united with the other two.

The three arrows signify, I think, the ABC, the JBEA, and the ABC’s Asia and the Pacific Re-
gion. We could not have opened this conference if we had not all worked together and if we the com-
mittee had not had the support from three big bosses ; Prof. Myers, Executive Ditector of the ABC,
Prof. Ito, Chairman of the JBEA, and Prof. McLaren, Vice President, Asia and the Pacific. I am very
grateful to all these three honorable guests today for their heartfelt cooperation in opening this confer-
ence.

Let me also thank Dr. Jerry Sullivan for his taking the trouble to fly across the Pacific Ocean
from Seattle to present a lecture on the “Costs and Benefits of Internet Business Communication, ”
‘which will be held here in this room tomorrow afternoon. The title of his lecture well fits the main
theme of our conference, “Business Communication for the 21% Century.” I hope every one of you

will enjoy his talk, other programs rich in variety, and also your happy stay in Kyoto. Thank you.



