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Present status of Budo as a required subject at special support
school for the deaf in Japan

Masahiko Yanagita'

The Education Ministry guidelines for junior high school were revised on March 28, 2008. With the revision,
Budo, together with dance, became required subjects in health and physical education because it was considered that
studying the tradition and culture inherent to the Japanese is very important to establish the identity of Japan and
the Japanese, respect other countries, and develop a manner to contribute to peace and development of the global
community. The required Budo class is needed to improve the teaching methods for increasing the opportunities to
contact with Japanese inherent tradition and culture for students. The purpose of this study was to survey present
status of Budo as a required subject at special support school for the deaf in Japan.

In 61 schools, 51 schools (83.6%) carried out Budo, but 5 schools (8.2%) did not, 4 schools (6.6%) were under
examination. ‘Kendo™ was adopted most in 45.9%, “Judo” was in 19.7%, “Sumo” was in 8.2% and “others” were in
11.5%. As the most important point during instruction of Budo, “safety” was most in 36.1 “bows” was in 27.9%, “basic
movement  was in 24.6%, “pleasure & joy  was in 4.9%.
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