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Now, when indications in many parts of the world point to growing
intolerance, suppression of free speech and censorship, affecting the
rights of minorities and individuals, the Board of Trustees of the Des
Moines Public Library reaffirms these basic policies governing a free
public library to serve the best interests of Des Moines and its citizens.

I. Books and other reading matter selected for purchase from public
funds shall be chosen from the standpoint of value and interest to the
people of Des Moines and in no case shall selection be based on the
race or nationality, political or religious views of the writers.

0. As far as available material permits, all sides of controversial
questions shall be represented equally in the selection of books on
subjects about which differences of opinion exist.

II. Official publications and/or propaganda of organized, religious,
political, fraternal, class, or regional sects, societies or similar groups,
and of institutions controlled by such, are solicited as gifts and will be
made available to library users without discrimination. This policy is
made necessary because of the meager funds available for the purchase
of books and reading matter. It is obviously impossible to purchase the
publications of all such groups and it would be unjust discrimination to
purchase those of some and not of others.

IV. Library meeting rooms shall be available on equal terms to all
organized non-profit groups for open meetings to which no admission

fee is charged and from which no one is excluded.®
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----- a delegation of Polish citizens as well as from representatives
of a Russian group in Chicago, both of whom appeared before this
Board, complaining of certain books in those languages on the shelves
of the Library. «---- (abbr.) «-<-- the Committee sees no reason for
removing them or for limiting the contents of the foreign sections, or of
any other department of the Library, to works dealing only with one
side of controversial subjects to the exclusion of any or all other sides.
(abbr.)

Your Committee therefore deems it useful to outline in the following
paragraphs the policies of the Library and of the American Public

Libraries in general on this issue.
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The Public Library asserts its rights and duty to keep on its shelves
a representative selection of books on all subjects of interest to its
readers and not prohibited by law, including books on all sides of
controversial questions.

Books on any subject, if published by reputable and well-known
publishers and sold without restriction in bookstores, are properly
admitted to the Public Library.

The Public Library has no right to emphasize one subject at the
expense of another, or one side of a subject without regard to the other
side. It must carry the important books on all sides and all subjects. (abbr.)”
(April 13, 1936) ©
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SERUNETL2ZLZHSHLTRY, ESCHNEH BT MHEAHES VWA

50 1212 T« TA VARMEHERARN—NT 4 7D XD IC, WEES~D T mE—
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“(appr.) which it is proposed to direct the general publicity policy and
activities of the Library:
1. Representation of the Public Library by means of exhibit at
important expositions and conventions in connection with which exhibit
space is available, either free or at reasonable cost; such exhibits to be
organized to illustrate the resources and services of the Library
particularly along the lines of the general theme of the several
expositions or conventions.
2. Advertisement of Special Services offered by the Library to special
groups, social, industrial, scientific and artistic.
3. Promotion and development of publicity in Branch Libraries through
posters, community newspapers and community organizations.
4 . Production and distribution of Posters and Placards advertising the
Library and its services in general, to be displayed in public places
where space may be obtained. (appr.)”“’
[(RiTHS) 2R DRI # LIEE 2RI T 2 12D ICRET 2D
. BTGB TH D56, BEERQERSVHEEISAICHED 2 ALMFE
O RARBUIIERL D 2 WIL#EY R a2 XA N TRIRDONLLI D ETDH, £H 0ol
ERETEIOREHFEORFESCT — AL RE D DIGEE sh, EROBTES
DNEEHEO BT =~ DHNERTHDOTH D,
2. ZOXEHICE > TRES N DR — B2, FBlR 7 L —TiCm
Hrm%mfﬁw\ﬁé%‘ﬁﬁm\ﬂim\%Lf%ﬁ%&%@f%éo
. EEICRIT D WG EOIRMIRE & REIL, RR L =IO R, HIEE
BHEZEL TR I Rbivd,
4. BHE., CONEEL OV —ERZELTIRRL =T 70— FORELE
ik, G HER TE DA NG TRRSINORETH D,
(&%) 1 (FEHFR)
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T A VHEETOHHOE 454 TIE

IV. Library meeting rooms shall be available on equal terms to all
organized non-profit groups for open meetings to which no admission
fee is charged and from which no one is excluded.“

A5 MEEOEREZ, MM TXTOEEF I NV—TI7on LT,
FiICRt IR ITNE R 62, £9 LIcEST. AR OEE T, HEE b PR
LT 720, )

Lo Tz, Ty [KEEEOHERES] 19399k T,

. The library as an institution to educate for democratic living should
especially welcome the use of its meeting rooms for socially useful
and cultural activities and the discussion of current public questions.
Library meeting rooms should be available on equal terms to all
groups in the community regardless of their beliefs or affiliations.®

F3K REMRESHFZHET L2 —o0KEAL LT, MEHITL, ?‘iAE’JGUﬁﬂﬂf&
IHECLHIZRIEBI O T DIz, ERBESOAKOMELFRT D dic, BR=E
DFAZFICHA T RETH D, MEFFOEREIL, aI2=FT 4 DTXTOS
N—TZWL T, B DRERCAEBERIC» 2DV 72 <, FEHEICREE S
TR B 72, 1@

L2, EBLRFAGH L VST b DR LR ENRLERREZRIT L5t &
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