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The Possibility of Research on Imami Tafsirs
in the 9th and 10th Centuries:
Research Problems and Prospects

Takahiro HIRANO
MA Student
Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology, the University of Tokyo

Abstract:

In this paper, we analyze the ongoing studies on Imami Shi‘T tafsirs in the ninth and
tenth centuries and examine the prospects and progress of research in this field. The
tafsirs of these centuries were closely connected with the contemporary corpora of the
Imami Zadiths. Although studies have begun to be conducted on these hadiths and the
corpora in recent times, the academic work on the zafsirs done in Western countries is
inadequate for understanding the development of Imami thought. More research progress
has been made in modern Arab countries and Iran than in the West.

Tafsir of Furat al-Kufi, one of the fafsirs in these ages, has been considered as Imami
literature. In fact, it contains numerous Zaydi elements. Researching these tafsirs leads
to the elucidation of the whole image of Imamiyya, the process of systematization of
Imami thoughts, and the relation between Imamiyya and other Shi‘1 sects.

Keywords:
Tafsir, Hadith, Imamiyya, Zaydiyya, Imam
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