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SUMMARY
In Genesis 22: 1-19, Abraham receives God’s order to offer Isaac his son as a burnt-

offering, and he thus goes on a journey to “the Land of Moriah.” Other than in
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Genesis 22, this place-name “Moriah” is mentioned only in II Chronicles 3. This
article observes how “Moriah” of Genesis 22 is translated in the ancient versions,
and it finally examines the kind of function the place-name “Moriah” performs in the
relationship between Jerusalem and Genesis 22. While “Moriah” forms a skillful
wordplay between “to see” and “to fear,” it also has the function of uniting these
important words. Furthermore, since the location and meaning of Moriah, though
important for setting the scene, are ambiguous, it also has the function of making
the reader question the contents of this episode. Therefore, in this narrative, the
word is considered to have three literary functions: (1) it makes a wordplay, (2) it
differentiates this story from other biblical passages, and (3) it makes the reader
question the narrative. Consequently, this place-name Moriah exerts a rich influence

on the present-day reader of Genesis 22.
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