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Chaucer borrowed the story of Patient Griselda from Petrarch's Latin translation of
Giovanni Boccaccio's Decameron. A marquis marries beautiful low-born Griselde
(Griselda) after she agrees to obey his every whim; he then subjects her to a series
of cruelties to test her love. He abducts their children, telling Griselde they must
die. Years later, he asks her to leave, and later calls her back to decorate his
chambers, supposedly for his new wife. Griselde amiably agrees, as she has
patiently endured all her previous indignities. At last the marquis relents,
proclaiming his love for Griselde; instead of a new wife, the young woman who
arrives is Griselde's grown daughter, and both she and her brother are restored to

their mother as a reward for her constancy.
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Griselda, also spelled Grisilda, Griseldis, Grisel, or Grissil, also called Patient
Griselda, character of romance in medieval and Renaissance Europe, noted for her
enduring patience and wifely obedience. She was the heroine of the last tale in the
Decameron by Giovanni Boccaccio, who derived the story from a French source.
Petrarch translated Boccaccio's Italian version into Latin in De Obidentia ac fide
uxoria mythologia, upon which Geoffrey Chaucer based his English version found
in “The Clerk's Tale” of The Canterbury Tales. The English playwright Thomas
Dekker collaborated on another version, Patient Grissil (1603).

The story relates how the Marquis of Saluzzo chooses Griselda for his wife from
among the peasantry and, to test her fidelity, first pretends that their children are
dead by his hand and then pretends to remarry out of boredom and cast her aside.
Through these and other trials, Griselda maintains her patience and devotion, and
finally he relents; Griselda is returned to her home and children, winning

everyone's admiration.

"The Clerk's Tale" T. &Y F Clerk®®. Petrarch DFGIZHE - 72 &L FRA D 5 75,
HTEF T Chaucer W22 T, {E#& Chaucer 7%, Petrarch |2 & > TT 7 Y FEICH
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HEONERLFED FOITHIEY OETD) ¥ 8T 2,

Chaucer (Z2WTOHEFE, 1970F L OHFFE 2 5 HF L TORFFZ S
L 720 19704:4%0 The Canterbury Tales % 11 & BA#LEE (A.C. Spearing)
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Chaucer @ "The Clerk's Tale" & Petrarch. 7 7 ¥ AFER & OHNE O JLE % DL
179 o Chaucer ® "The Clerk's Tale" i3, PNZ LT, 6581202 Tw 5,

H—EB T Walter (Griselda #3523 5 2 & |27 4 Saluzzo DFEE) DIKRD
SN, [ UE AT O Petrarch, 7 5 ¥ AFEMOMIIZ 2 Ve T ORI S
"The Clerk's Tale" DELZLIZAD 72\,

ﬂ

"For God it woot, that children ofte been

Unlyk hir worthy eldres hem bifore;

Bountee comth al of God, nat of the streen

Of which they been engendred and ybore. (IV. 155-8)
(God knows it's true that children in the main

Are much unlike their elders gone before,

Natural goodness comes of God, no strain

Of blood can give it, no, nor ancestor;) }

COEFTE. ABMOBE#NZESE. AFNOR S TIEZ% <, MICHR
THEVWINETH L, T THEDLINLTWS "bountee (= goodness)" |
Walter 2% Griselda %3 & L CEAZKE T Griselda I22WTORET, =
FERED SRS T WD (IV. 409, 415, 418) o & DN % K3 KB Petrarch, 7
7 ¥ ARERROWIRIZ 7\ & a7z, BEE DD "The Clerk's Tale" O i
T HTHTIzv,

And for he saugh that under low degree

Was ofte vertu hid, the peple hym heelde

A prudent man, .... (IV. 425-7)

(And in that he had seen in a low estate

The hidden grace, men held him to have been

A prudent man, ....)
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Z OEFTIX. Walter 2 EAIZ H 5 DR WFTIZ "vertu (= virtue)" 2SS X T
WhHZ ERGDSTVIZDOT, Ne (Walter DXL HHHK) A Walter % 8
BREWAMEEZERTZEVHINETH D, TR CNES, Petrarch, 7 7
v AFEM DT & 2 DT, JEHKD Griselda WREBHEIZ AB OB Lo RS
FVAEFNROBSIIHETZ2DOTIRLZVEWVIEZB A>TV EEZ ) b

Clerk 7% The Canterbury Tales ERDOHF TERL TW5E EEZ BNE, Wife
of Bath [ZHEIZ. Al L E OWEZ L OFETRD & 9 12T 5o,

For gentilesse nys but renomee

Of thyne auncestres, for hire heigh bountee,
Which is a strange thyng to thy persone.

Thy gentillesse cometh fro God allone.
Thanne comth oure verray gentillesse of grace;
It was no thyng biquethe us with oure place. (III. 1159-1164)
(Gentility is only the renown

For bounty that your fathers handed down,
Quite foreign to your person, not your own;
Gentility must come from God alone.

That we are gentle comes to us by grace

And by no means is it bequeathed with place.)

Z DOREET Ty EFLD "The Clerk's Tale" T Griselda O fi G b T 72
"bountee" 3MEHNTVD Z LITEHT HLENH L, 22 TIE, AMOELE
FoRSE, MICHRT 5 LS5 T4, Wife of Bath H & (&, FERFE
OB THY) ., BHOLEHME &b ERHYISZIRTH D ) 5 & Z OEPT
TEEL TS, FEEIZIX, ML The Canterbury Tales KO T, By
(HEn) ZRMifEfCEEZ TV AMoREL LTI TWE, ko
BOFRE ., HEOHLLIE, DTN TVEEFT V) 5,

Z @ Wife of Bath (X80 L T\ Petrarch &\ ) R D H 5 TH % %%,
Clerk 1&, B LWL TH 2 A BRI TIRE 2 Griselda DFb % FE - 72D
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Td %o Clerk (& Wife of Bath & (ZF O AW % WREDHEEL :l‘i%é%f:rofv
& %o Clerk |3 Wife of Bath DFF1E % Eik L . Wife of Bath D357 "gentillesse
(= gentility)" % FEBINAKIHT % Griselda OWFEXFE- /2L E 2 Hb, Kl
AR, iR Petrarch, 7 T v AFEMOWIRICH 5 [ AHOBEME FOR
i EFNORSICHELAZVWE VI FEZ] 2, BRI k-2 Bbhs,’

L %> L. Clerk \&. The Canterbury Tales & \» 9 WFE D TIE H 5% 3,
Griselda D & 9 2 HEIT B IZRBEIHFEL BV E V) L) 12, HOWFED
WED envoy (R0 TikR5%, ZOEFIE. B HAL Petrarch, 75

FERLO TR v (Z OB FT 04 LETO116317H THZ ORFRIEHED 5 &
Clerkl37E T 5),

Grisilde is deed, and eek hire pacience,
And bothe atones buryed in Ytaille;

For which I crie in open audience

No wedded man so hardy be t'assaille

His wyves pacience in trust to fynde
Grisildis, for in certein he shal faille. (IV. 1177-1182)
(Griselda and her patience both are dead
And buried in some far Italian vale.

So let it then in open court be said,
Husbands, be not so hardy as to assail

The patience of your wives in hope to find

Griseldas, for you certainly will fail.)

COEFIE. WEEL V) REZEOWF L, it ORE DB FE L 2 IERT,
Clerk BfKIZT S DFEERDT D L, RTEL, A% &b, Clek 13
ZF D14 DOEE DB 2 ML L 2 WAL 2> T\ b, The Canterbury
Tales KT, Clerk &, M2 % LT THHAIS TOAME L TIR
SN T2\, Wife of Bath %%, anti-feminism (2 S35 378 Th 5 & R
B%BIE, Clerk 1E 9 TH D) B0 TDRIIDOWT Clerk OV LBIRET %
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o Clerk IZ. H437* anti-feminist T 5 & 1ZHE L T,

Clerk 1Z. # VD F& LT, Walter 2% Griselda %33 2 & 2 #H L T2, &
UE, CFHE D I2E, Clerk HH1E, Walter DG EMS 2 wv) L%
AY e ZOFREOMEFIIN LT, Clerk A OV % Fo T b LT
&5, BB, BT OFEE LTWAA, LT, Walter 2SIEL W& B o T
LTI E, Clerkk I3FERLTWAHDTH S, Clerk A5, Walter @O
Griselda T2 L 2 HH L TR EFTZ LT, v, B=H05KROH
rd % o

But as for me, I seye that yvele it sit

To assaye a wyf whan that it is no nede,

And putten hire in angwyssh and in drede. (IV. 460-2)
(For my part I should say it could succeed

Only in evil; what could be the gain

In putting her to needless fear and pain?)

COEFIE. LEDL VO, EEHLTHELOZDIIETH B LB Tw
Lo "" L, FEDF Clerk 2R3, b bAA. TOERSIE. Petrarch, 77 ¥
AFERRIZIZ 0\ BEUERICIX, IROERT 23S 5 6

O nedelees was she tempted in assay!

But wedded men ne knowe no mesure,

Whan that they fynde a pacient creature. (IV. 621-3)
(O needless, needless was the test, I say!

But married men too often use no measure

That have some patient creature at their pleasure.)

ZITIE KL TR, TIBBVAR (FE) 2 o5k, BEZM
Wi, FEEH T L. Clerk 1&. Walter 2 8t¥] 4%, T2 4. Petrarch, 7
TV AFER ORI IZ v 2SO Petrarch, 7 T ¥ AFERRIZIX
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W LA L., SEIFO®ROEFTIZ, Clerk @ Walter #L3] T3 5 75, Petrarch,
7T v AR D FEAET A Clerk @ Walter #tH] TH 5

But now of wommen wolde I axen fayn

If thise assayes myghte nat suffise?

What koude a sturdy housbonde moore devyse

To preeve hir wythod and hir stedefastnesse,

And he continuynge evere in sturdinesse? (IV. 696-700)
(Now I would like to ask

Of women, had he made sufficient test?

Could stubborn husband fancy or suggest

More that would prove a steadfast wifeliness

To one continuing stubborn to excess?)

oz faf+ TRV E V) N TH bo Clerk 13 H LD
Petrarch, 7 7 ¥ AFBRRICHAET 5 Walter ~OHLH %, MOERFT (25 id
JE L 22w ) T“?b:lil GRA L CHEDBELIZEE V) b TOHMIE
Walter DAT2DITEBEOM M & F FE) ITMENFEZET S X912
Clerk MELTWADTH b,

Walter {3, #9725 Griselda &AHET 5 Z &1, Griselda LT 5T &
THhoEZEZ TV RO Walter DEHEE L5

For I wol axe if it hire wille be
To be my wyf and reule hire after me. (IV. 326-7)
(I have to ask her if her will may be

To marry and submit herself to me.)

= 2. Petrarch. 75 Y AEMTIX. XOHBTHERZ L-wEw) 72Z2iFo
WETH 5. Walter DED T F 12 Griselda 2L 9 52 & W9 Walter DEIF D
DOFEPTIZ, Petrarch, 7T ~ AFEMUIZD H 5,
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"I seye this: be ye redy with good herte
To al my lust, and that I frely may,
As me best thynketh, do yow laughe or smerte,

And nevere ye to grucche it, nyght ne day?

Swere this, and heere I swere oure alliance." (IV. 351-357)
("I warn you to be ready to obey

My lightest whim and pleasure; you must show

A willing heart, ungrudging night or day,

Whether I please to offer joy or woe.

Swear this and [ will swear to our alliance.")

22T, Walter ZBZOEDE FIZHEZIE. Walter & Griselda O AD[F ¥
(alliance) (IR T 2 L%, Walter I2& o T, K& 13, EEELET S
2L THo7z. Wife of Bath DFpid. FEHFREIE T HZ EH—HLZTE
THo720 TIZTTBH. "The Clerk's Tale" (L. "The Wife of Bath's Prologue and
Tale" &N LTHILL TR 2" fiflL v EOHTIE, —HoRFED )
LOEEL LD ERMEEZFFODNE V) DI, KEDHETH S & —FKm TEW
) Bo XMENTZK I, FEZIETT S L) WS 2, BfHE
TWEHY I 5. L L. The Canterbury Tales DM TIE, #2444 THD
BNTVLUROIELVHIETHL Z LA E L TOWRERMTH 5,0
The Canterbury Tales Tl&. # & V) HIEDHFIEL B> TdWV e, 2O
1% The Canterbury Tales %% 2 2 BFICEETH L L Bbh b,
Walter ®IEANHPEDTRF & & B2, Griselda DEMZLFEHES LS % FF

F Clerk 1337 L T 2o BHIEFIZIE, KOEFDH L. 2 Tid. Clerk A°
Griselda Z EH T\ 5,

Though clerkes preise wommen but a lite,

Ther kan no man in humblesse hym acquite



"The Clerk's Tale" (14 H#LIEEFF A Geoffrey Chaucer 1) O JFUHLAFZE 53

As womman kan, ne kan been half so trewe

As wommen been, but it be falle of newe. (IV. 935-8)
(... — they [clerics] praise few women when they write;
Yet none can reach a humbleness as white

As women can, nor can be half so true

As women are, or else it's something new.)

Z ZC. clerks —#E2S, WHEZED L L1 7% A, Griselda 1ZFEE S O 5T
TENRLTWT, TORTIE Griselda IZILHS 2 BRI HFALEL 2T L7 L
Clerkidib <%, TN d Petrarch, 7T ¥ AFEWMUZIZ 7\ clerks — A2
DELEEF ) L) DU, Wife of Bath 25HiLH] L Tz 2 & 72572, 22T,
Clerk (¥ Wife of Bath # Eak L T\ b L Blbh b, Td X912, Clerk &,
Walter % £ DL <HHI L. ZDRFIC, Griselda # & DR ED S,

Il

KIZEETHRD Walter %, Griselda [ZIEL DR DEL TERNwL L) IZF
I AL, TOBMT, F#IC Griselda A% Walter ICS3ETIL 2 2 BHIIE,
Petrarch, 7 7 ¥ AGERRIZ 2 Ar o720 o X OWRRONE 2 K § 5 W%
Thbo ZIITIE, FIHIZIIFFEL 22\, Griselda ®HTCERD ) »H72 %
NEDH L DT, FEHIZMET %, Griselda (X, H % ® "maydenhede" (=
virginity) ICE KT %,

"Wherfore, in gerdon of my maydenhede,

Which that I broghte, and noght agayn I bere,

As voucheth sauf to yeve me, to my meede,

But swich a smok as I was wont to were, (IV. 883-6)
("Therefore in guerdon of my maidenhead

Which, hither brought, returns with me no more,
Vouchsafe a payment, give to me instead

Just such a simple smock as once I wore)
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Z OREATO "maydenhede" I& Petrarch, 77 ¥ AFEMUICH B, JFMIZZ ZD—
EHETICHN S 2 D "maydenhede" ~DE K%, Clerk IZHIZ, LT X912,
ZHEERDELTW S,

For sith I yaf'to yow my maydenhede,

And am youre trewe wyf, it is no drede, (IV. 837-8)
(I gave my maidenhead to you, and I

Am still your faithful wife, I do not lie.)

Z OFEFTD Petrarch, 7 7 ¥ AFEMUIZ. "maydenhede" ~DF K IE %\,

To yow broghte I noght elles, out of drede,
But feith, and nakednesse, and maydenhede; (IV. 865-6)
(I brought you nothing else it may be said

But faith and nakedness and maidenhead.)

Z OfEFTIE. Petrarch Cld "faithfulness and nakedness" (p. 124; fides et nuditas) .
7 J ¥ AFBERRTIL "faith and loyalty" (p. 158; foy et loyauté) T&H b, ZZTD
Clerk DML YEDTEH DO EIRIZ, Wife of Bath (HEDMMEE L. W kIZ>
WCOEEDHR & RERIIPT T LEHANY) 2E26bE5 L, Clerk
75 Wife of Bath NOFHETOREEER ) b 22T, WAl % &
CEwH T i, ZHEEEmMEE LT E 2 A2 MEBO XL Bbh
%o The Canterbury Tales DBOL L 72, MEZ M & LTH 2 A1l
PHEWEIHARA TN TNIZE V) L THL, TDM, Clerk DFF
Griselda H&. ZORROMEBICHESNTWD AL LT, fERTES R
TWbEBEW) %o
Griselda @ Walter ~OIEHEIL, Walter O B3 ~OREEDZALIZHF D o

O goode God! How gentil and how kynde

Ye semed by youre speche and youre visage
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The day that maked was oure mariage! (IV. 852-4)
(O blessed God, how noble and how kind
You seemed in speech, in countenance, or in carriage,

That day, the day on which we made our marriage!)

Tld. Walter %% Greiselda (A5 % B LiIAA ZZERIZ, Walter 2312
9 |2 "gentil" (= gentle) T "kynde" (=kind) Td - 727%*% Griselda |35,
X, Petrarch, 7 T ¥ AFERRIZ 72\

9—r((

"But sooth is seyd — algate I fynde it trewe,

For in effect it preeved is on me —

Love is noght oold as whan that it is newe. (IV. 855-7)
("It's truly said, at least I find it true

For the effect of it is proved in me,

'A love grown old is not the love once new.")

T, L RSS2 120N TE D D L alkX, Walter DL~ D
WEDY ZIHEL T WAL 220 Petrarch, 75 ¥ AFEIZ 2V e 2 ORT
T®, "on me" I21E, Griselda f AD#EER, HIZE 9 7% 513, Griselda DK
EERLALTLENTEL, TDLEHIZ, Clerk &, Griselda %, Walter & D% |2
HEEZEMEE LTHM L T TR2 5V ) 2.7 FRBIL, Clerk 1> 72
Y#% Chaucer %% Griselda 122D & 9 2 NEMEZ S5 L TWwE EF R b,

[ U AEBT, Griselda 2% IR D 35 < & Griselda DX Janicula &, K
DEHIZE Do

For evere he demed, sith that it bigan,

That whan the lord fulfild hadde his corage,
Hym wolde thynke it were a disparage

To his estaat so lowe for t'alighte,

And voyden hire as soone as ever he myghte. (IV. 906-10)
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([He] Had always thought it [the match] never could endure,
In that the marquis, having had the snatch

Of his desires, would feel disgrace attach

To his estate in such a low alliance

And when he could would set it at defiance.) ([ [IZEEH 2L %)

ZZTIE. KL, Walter 23ERYAKE (corage) T i/E SH7/-%%. HF 0w
2% Griselda & FERS L 722 & % Walter 25 M L. & BV L2 E 2T
Who ZOEITIEL Petrarch Tld, RO L) I2H BH M ZHMEOTREIZ
DWTOF KIFT R\,

He [Griselda's father] always expected that so powerful a man, proud in the fashion
of the nobility, his gorge rising at so lowly a wife, would surely dismiss her from
the house. (pp. 124, 126) (... semperque hoc eventurum cogitaverat, ut, [sacietate]
sponse tam humilis exorta, domo illam quandoque vir tantus et more nobilium

superbus abiceret, ....) ([sacietate] I3 JFECE D )

"The Merchant's Tale" %@ fabliaux (fi%7%) <., Wife of Bath D/F 1213 (sex)
~NOHALRERDH HH. IO "The Clerk's Tale" T, HEANDE LA H % DL
ANEOHFEREN 2 2 L2 HFORENICIERZ L) L) RADOENTIE LW
ME B b D, "The Clerk's Tale" 1&. ¥ 1) A ML TOE MBI VAR o
TWBZ et FREDVRO TV D" BMETIEEBIMEN LR LICF

WL ) THbH, TOMNLEZ EADF I, Clerk 7% Wife of Bath % &5k
LTwa ko, MaEF G 1[CARENS X912, Chaucer 23K 7%
WA TR EEESINDL T LD 5 L Bbits,

Y

Clerk 1% Griselda OB % 8T L. Z DKM, Petrarch, 7 F ¥ AFEMO
MWARIZ & 5 Walter D NFITEZ D EHrx B L Twb, Zomidiek,. MA
POWFEH IR S L Tw 5"
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BETERC. Griselda % EZRIZJw T T, Griselda 2VBAEH T HIZHE T T
W5 T (smock) ZAEZIRETERIZK) 2 VEHEEL -2 LIZH LT,
Walter (37 DEL % THKT DGH DD 5,

"The smok," quod he, "that thou hast on thy bak,

Lat it be stille, and bere it forth with thee."

But wel unnethes thilke word he spak,

But wente his wey, for routhe and for pitee. (IV. 890-3)
("The smock," he said, "you have upon your back

You may retain; remove it to your stall."

Yet as he spoke his voice began to crack

For pity, and he turned and left the hall.)

Z ZC. Walter I Griselda IZ[TEX R L72EH Do T DYiHIIL. Petrarch, 7
T Y AFERTIE, RO X )12 Walter DRIEORIFFL D L Vil < /R E 1, "The
Clerk's Tale" & V) & Walter 7% ) A AYIZTTb T 5,

Petrarch: Tears welled up in the man; he could no longer be contained. Turning his
face, Walter said in a trembling voice, "I grant you a single shift," and left weeping.
(p. 125) (Habundabant viro lacrime, ut contineri amplius non posset. Itaque faciem
avertens, Et Camisiam tibi unicam habeto, verbis trementibus vix expressit, et sic

abiit illacrimans.) (..., Et {ZE38 1Y)

7 7 » ARERR: Then the marquis wept so hard from pity that he could hardly
contain himself; and so turning away his face and in a very troubled voice, he was
barely able to say, "Then stay in that which you are wearing." (p. 160) (Lors ploura
forment de pitié le marquis si que a paine contenir se povoit; et ainsi, en tournant
son visaige, en parler tout troublé, a paine peust dire, "Doncques te demeure celle

que tu as vestue.")
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HETRDZ L &2Rko7z0 o 72EFICE N2 MEHEEITT 5,

1 Clerk (. "gentilesse" (= gentility) D% % & iz ERI LT, Wife of
Bath (XL L7z (2D Z L I131EH Chaucer @ The Canterbury Tales =R DF
HIZLBEEZLND),

2 Clerk (ZFE AL Walter D355 53, Walter @ Griselda ~DRERE % #L4]
$ %o 2O Walter #itHNIFFEHUIAFAE L 2o

3 Clerk (&, ROPEZ XL T HaETEA, EVPREIWLT LI L ZED
Wife of Bath £ %3792 (2 OXHE & {EE Chaucer O The Canterbury Tales
ERTOEGNYOMBLE L TOFMEICLE2DEEZLND),

4 —f%I2, clerks I3 EED A5, Griselda ZHIVFTEIES LWAMT
bHoE, Clerk D5, ZOFFIZFIN A,

5 Griselda DMANEIZDOWT, Clerk 1ZFH LY &, FIZWHFH L., Griselda %
HOFRT A AW E L THIVTW S,

6 F AL Walter @ Griselda ~D.0LZ b ) ~OHA] L. Chaucer HH DIIET
H5o

7 Walter DTERIKEDFEEND, Griselda DI & Z4H)1E, Chaucer DN
T b,

8 Chaucer &, Walter O A% % 7R3 R M OFEIR 2 Hlg L 720

UEOFIEZoI58ETE S, FREL 2. 3. 4l&. The Canterbury Tales %=1k
DOFITWEIEDLIDEEZ 5N A, Clerk & Wife of Bath & & Xf37 &2 D
13\ The Canterbury Tales KON LR 5 £ E 2 515, Walter % HLH
L. Griselda &% % D&, Clerk DIHENDRELE & A RIIZHMET 5 2 £ 12
o TWh, ¥R, Clek DffAE KL, KHEND sadistic 23R D3K
FELEOLNETH) ., TONEORELEAIZL V) FFEIL, Griselda &\
CHLEBDTHHZBVWEEZLNLNLTHD, Lid2. 5. 6. 7. 8iF "The
Clerk's Tale" 28FML & 5# 5 i TH S, 6. 7. 8T, Walter & & D IEARAZ A
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WL LT HEF (FiH) O Walter ~NOXFEx L DiEDHEF ) b,
STOEHIC, KRB A NOTmCACTRIZ, MEF FGE) ohicsE
INLRUORE T FE) OREL L VEFE) LEZLND,

The Canterbury Tales D{E¥ 1% Chaucer T 1) . "The Clerk's Tale" DFE 1) F1&
Clertk T %, fiction TH 5 AN = B3 DIEVEHE Chaucer TH %o The
Canterbury Tales 28 TlZ, Canterbury ~DKALBINE D, &4 OWFEEFED
L9 fiction DR EEFIIMES TV b ZOHE, Clerk OFfifE# & .
Wife of Bath OAEERAS The Canterbury Tales D TAEY. (WAF) LTWb,
2R E L. 1E# Chaucer DR % The Canterbury Tales \ZFt &M% Z & 1%
THETH D L E Z DD, The Canterbury Tales DY TIIXF 3§ A liEEIANEAF
LTw5, K. Chaucer HIE7A%, feminist TdHh o 724>, antifeminist T - 72
AOHWHIIEE L\ L2 L. Chaucer DE & 22 fI# & LT, Chaucer
7% anti-feminism (258 IZHE SN TV L BETE %, anti-feminism (X2 D
BROMSHEECHARAIN TV AL > TRV ERDN S Zhii,
Chaucer %%, fabliaux ® X 9 2 VL% ST 470 NG Z #5727 WIFE (BUZPRRY 2
SRERRTEZ) & LT/ Ei% The Canterbury Tales \ZHLARA TS
("The Miller's Tale". "The Merchant's Tale" 5% 2RO Z &) FHEDFEHAT 5 &
INIHFEFIZIEIEZ 5N 5. Tim. fabliauxiZChaucer DFHLIZ—DDIF T ¥
YIVE LT L TWA & 2, B2, Chaucer (&7 DLEEDIEAKNNES 72
T LEZLHIEDBMEETH A I A5, Chaucer (ZZ DIEHIZHE B FLIZHEVH
ETHsHLEOFEEOEMIIHVHLTHS ),

Clerk 1Z. Wife of Bath % &k L . "gentilesse (= gentility)" & #EMFIZB1T 5L
BLHEDME A ) AAA TEWFE R FE - 720 JRHLO Petrarch & 7 7 ¥ AFEMR T
DUTWIANELZFED FIIILK L. &5 5T T3l MEII
MEL T2 Clerk (&, 33 & b, BREMIZIRZ AMH Griselda %
MEF G IR L, Fi (Petrarch & 7 F ¥ AFEM) % L D3R BN
IZLTWAbEF W) b, The Canterbury Tales 1Z. Chaucer (2 & 5 EIETOH
TFEDP, FREAERTHLEERLD LN TEL, IhhSORE
& LT, Chaucer I2B§ L Cid. Chaucer D X 72RpL DALY, BRI LT &=
T EICERTLUENH Do L. Chaucer 7> 5 Shakespeare ~DFEE (Wibid
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1 The Encyclopaedia Britannica 1% Internet I CHIHTE 2 ax i L7zo http://www.
britannica.com/ * ZIRDOZ & FIFIIEGED T, FEHIC L DUE TR\,

2 Petrarch. 77 » AFER & ZDFF & 1L, Robert M. Correale and Mary Hamel (eds.),
Sources and Analogues of the Canterbury Tales (Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 2002) (2d %
KamlEZoFEWZFH L7zo A ThIHAT 28, BIREFER2 B, cOlGEL
() OHIZAND, BigEETO[ 1 OROFEIE. FFICH S R WIRY I L 5,
Chaucer O JFHLF] 2D Tld, Larry D. Benson (ed.), The Riverside Chaucer (3rd
edition; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987 [2008]), p. 880 & Helen Cooper (1996:
pp. 188-191) #&WHZ &,

3 Chaucer *5 @5 &, Larry D. Benson (ed.), The Riverside Chaucer (3rd edition;
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987 [2008]) |2 & %, "The Clerk's Tale" (& Fragment
IV IZJE9 %, "The Clerk's Tale" 5 D5 [ OB, 1V 155-8 & Fragment D75 % B7R
L72e KiaDHDIZ) THIHT % "The Wife of Bath's Prologue and Tale" |3 Fragment
HI BT A2 & %HMFET A0 Chaucer D ELDMFIAFIT 72 BAILFERIZ. Nevill
Coghill (translated), The Canterbury Tales (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books Ltd, 1951
[1970]) 2 & %o BURIEFEROR— D HUIEME L 720 FEH I, The Canterbury
Tales |2 OWTDRGINRD L) 128 Bo [T 25 XY YFE] OARE, E2HF S
[ & SCHR e L] 21 (1979) & [TRFEERM RIS O] & L HEEio
323 ) TRES SO TR ] 25 (1982) THhbo TOROFLIE, IMEL T,
2 [ HESEE, 57 A A7 2 FEEROCE] GO - ALSRERE . 2000 12D TW
% (pp. 1-30) o HIE DG LI, The Canterbury Tales Rt % > TW5HD T, Z D
XIZ&E o T, ZoOHlFETHEADZ\ The Canterbury Tales ERDFENHEETEZ 5,
BEOMLIL. KO BFH TS anti-feminism ZHHH DT, Z ORliEHOBLFIC
BIADTHHH) o AWML/ — FTlE, TNHBEICHELZROBLTHR- 72
HIFFE LD 2 WEE NS 4,

4 Helen Cooper (1983) 1&. "Christian gentilesse (=gentility)" 2D\ Tid. Clerk & Wife
of Bath & 1X[F UAFRmIE L 72 & 48H 3% (p. 139). [A U Helen Cooper (1996) 13
Griselda 2% "true gentility" % %3 & 8-, Griselda D17V i&. "a countermodel of
wifehood to the Wife [of Bath]" & $8E 3% (p. 196) 0 #EHAYIZIZ. Griselda & Wife of
Bath & O%F 12DV "T Helen Cooper & E# D& 2 13T\,
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5 ZOEFTOMME LT, Dinshaw (1989) 3. Clerk %% "concede the 'reality' of the
Wife of Bath" (p. 153) £ & X T\ 2%, Cletk D 2 D{RHEDOIIFDIEE %, JA.
Pitcher (2012) (& "carnival anarchy" (p. 105) & & 7% L C\>%, Z O Pitcher D& z 1%,
John Ganim D x %) T\ %, Dinshaw O R FI1ZEE DRI Pitcher D
=9 carnival D& IE. HARIZBWTH 1970 S O /20 2 7 OLFES
#Mikhail Bakhtin (1895-1975) O# L7 carnival OBt& % B E 2 T2 L b
% (BE b Bakhtin OGRS B S) o

6 E.T. Hansen (1992) (. #&Y F® Clerk % "present, impersonated male narrator" & &
L (p.207). @FE|Z4EHK ("the excess of endings") [envoy DHNEZFET|D/20.
ZHEIIZFER TlE 2 v ("not sympathetic to women") & # 2% (p.200),

7 Walter % Griselda % 5§ EIRIZOWTIE, KD XD LR SH 5, Mark Miller
(2004) 1%, Walter |2 & - T "torture is his way of loving Griselda" (p.227) &#Z 2z %,
Z ® loving % Miller I, [f] U~X— T "trying to reach [Griselda]" & & 5 9 o Miller I3
Walter %% "sadistic narcissism" ZfkBl3 % & &7 3 J.APitcher (2012) 1Z. Walter
1 Griselda # £WMICEILT L2 L 2DEL (p. 86). FEEAT Z LIZZNHMED
HE9TH Y. Walter ICIFEXRT L ICL MM LERNEREEZD (p. 88),
EH D, Walter 22 OFEOH T sadism % KB T 2 EE 2 %o

8 The Canterbury Tales TOFEWSOIEFE & LT, Jill Mann (1991) &, "The Wife of
Bath's Tale". "The Franklin's Tale", "The Tale of Melibee" T, "a marital ideal" (%
"founded on the surrender of masculine 'maistrye' [mastery]" (p. 151) T&H % L%,
E.T.Hansen (1992) I%. Wife of Bath (& "feminine misrule [bad government]" (p. 196)
%K T EF 2 %o Hansen |& Wife of Bath & I FAIZEIR L 22\ 1235, Griselda & Wife
of Bath & |, "lay bare the oppression of male tyranny" (p. 203) &\ &% £z L
TW5 LT %, Hansen |3 "feminist criticism" D735 CTdh 5,

9 ZORIZELT, FEFEBF. AETInT [ 723 =X 4] GOR : $UEER.
2002) 1I2HELDTZZHOZ &o MHRF [7 23 =X 2] (FR: EHREE,
2000) ZCNFETO7 2 I =X LDERMLEFEEZHR-> TS, HiTHTIR, 7=
I =X ACOWT I N EOFERROHEM T B 2

10 Helen Cooper (1983) 7%, Wife of Bath @ S% & L T Fragment III 688-90 (clerks (&
THEDEEEF) L WINE) 5L T2 (p. 135), E.T. Hansen (1992) 1,
Clerk® Wife of Bath ~D A 1V 214-5 (GriseldaDftiF) IZFH AWM Do A5,
Hansen (& Griselda D EHOHNED DO F L & &, Wife of Bath D EHEANOERS &
LTS (p.197)0

11 2oL L[ UIEHIL, Spearing (1972,p.87) 1255,

12 Helen Cooper (1983) |2 Griselda ¢ Walter™~?% |22 >C "maternal love give way to
matrimonial love" ["give" | ZJESC D V) ] OFFHEH D % o

13 Spearing (1972) (& Griselda D55 % "a religious parable" (p.96) & "7 L. T OFGA
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"Blessed Virgin" (p. 96) DO¥JFEIZIT\E % 2 %, Helen Cooper (1996) 1. Griselda
DB ZIE., romance DY ¥ VIV EHBZ TV, "saint-like virtue" (p. 188) % Griselda
WEBT2EHTWS,
Z @ Griselda OEREMEIZEI LT, E.T.Hansen (1992) (. #5/&. Clerk A% "stresses
the heroine's archetypal femaleness" (p. 198) L C\w»% &ik~_%, I ZC Hansen (&,
J.B.Severs Of& % 5 84T\ 5, "The Clerk's Tale" CTi#if] S5 Griselda @
"passivity" (2D Tid, Jill Mann (1991) (& "womanly quality" (pp. 161-3) Td %
&8 (RS %o Jill Mann (&, "Griselda's patience" (& "God's patience" (p. 164) T
HHEETE),
E.T. Hansen (1992) I, "the present, impersonated male narrator" [Clerk] & "the absent
author" [Chaucer] & O T, #EHFAYIC "liberate Chaucer from ... the misogyny" (p.
207) LFEFRT %, Hansen DJE KDY TdHh S, "... but the strategic intersection
of the present, impersonated male narrator and the absent author has served to liberate
Chaucer from the self-revealing, self-destructive side of the misogyny that powers the
literary canon." (p.207) ZDFEXLE LT O X ) 1M 5, Hansen DT 2 TD
narrator ~DF K3 Clerk B H OB B OFEO T THMfEL TWb &
83, BIC/EH Chaucer HHIRIYIC, BHDIEMOPICZOLREZIL S vk
Hansen (3% 2 5, Z DR, Z ® "The Clerk's Take" Tit. Hansen (X, fE#
Chaucer . & Clerk . ZNZNOLHEBEZHLLIIITRL T EWET 5,
Z 1. Hansen (X, "The Clerk's Take" Tl Chaucer 25V & IS NS 2 &
MHRNTWDL EEZTWD, O, 1A Pitcher (2012) 2. Hansen %% Chaucer
UM TH S LERT S (p 83) & HDH DL, Pitcher DFRIFED L ) 72, L
L. #iimoiE (6) THR7zXL 912, Hansen 1E. Chaucer 25 HEICFAIE Tld v &
%‘K“Cb‘% #5J5) Hansen (£, Chaucer 7%, ZMHBEVTH 5 Z & IR L TWRWVDS,
THICABHTIE R WEEZ 5. ZO, KECHEBH TR (ZORFHTR
2 }_’ (%] %ﬂi?ﬁ‘ IR L CTHILONETH A T L2 BT 5D IIDWTH
) D& R & OFEGHIIRE TR WO T, Chaucer DLMEBIZ DWW T
Hansen liﬂ&‘% 7‘ﬁ'EF"‘“C“§)Z> LEFHIIEZ 5. %5, Hansen |E Chaucer DL lfﬁﬁf)’
FERR L, R ZRMELZOT, gL Twa \AO)T%%O
@[k#ﬁ@ﬁ]i@u%ﬁ'h‘ 2D\ Tl Eileen Power ® Medieval Women (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1995 [first published 1975]) 7% %, H {251} 5% anti-
feminism, fabliaux (2351} % anti-feminism % # L { ). HEEIZOW T, "In
every class of western society marriage is a career, to which most girls aspire." (p. 45) &
HY AL V) FIED, ZORR, BBV T o2l EAERETE S,
T2, fabliaux |2B1F 5 anti-feminism|Z2OV>"Cid, "... in the famous rhymed stories
known in France as fabliaux, of a secular anti-feminism as brutal as anything which the
Fathers of the Church had propounded.” (p.3) & \»9) @A ® 5, HIE. fabliaux (21%.
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17 Chaucer DIEMD—HEDOTEROFI T, D FICL o TiA LTSNzl v T i
DWW T, Spearing (1972:p.77) IZFEL VY,

18 LN, #if 3 %o "The Clerk's Tale" D% & LT, RO R A %, Carolyn P.
Collette (2001) X, Z 5kl "how a woman survives a marriage by complete control of
her will" (p. 69) % £ 3 & # X %, HII. Cathy Hume (2012) I, Griselda I%
"genuinely love and obey a cruel husband" (p. 59) EWIHFHETH L LEZ 5, HIZ,
Spearing (1972) |&. "the story stands for real life" (p. 97) & & 2. HoOHIZIX
Walter O & 9 % ADSFAES % 2 & % "The Clerk's Tale" 2R &5 9o
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A Literary Comparison between Chaucer's
"The Clerk's Tale" and Its Latin and French Originals

Hideho Ipa

I compared Geoffrey Chaucer's "The Clerk's Tale" with its originals

(Petrarch's Latin version and an anonymous French version). From this

comparison I got the following points:

The Clerk opposed the Wife of Bath by selecting a tale which contained the
subject "gentilesse" (= gentility).

The Clerk criticized Walter's sadistic attitude toward Griselda. The originals
did not have this criticism against Walter.

The Clerk selected a tale in which a husband governed his wife. We have to
remember the fact that the Wife of Bath wanted to govern her husbands. In
this respect we found a contrast in The Canterbury Tales between the Clerk
and the Wife of Bath.

The Clerk adored Griselda as a virtuous woman although according to him
clerks in general did not recognize the virtues of women. We did not find
this point in the originals.

The Clerk emphasized more markedly Griselda's mentioning the loss of her
virginity to her husband, Walter.

The Clerk emphasized more clearly Walter's change of love for Griselda.
This part was added by Chaucer to the originals.

Chaucer added to the originals Griselda's father's harsh criticism of Walter's
satisfaction of his sexual desires for Griselda. According to the logic of her
father, Griselda was sent away after Walter's sexual desires were satisfied.

Chaucer omitted the parts in the originals which showed us Walter's



"The Clerk's Tale" (14 H#LIEEFF A Geoffrey Chaucer 7F) O JFUHLAFZE 65

humane nature and character.

The first four points above are closely related with Chaucer's scheme of the
whole structure of The Canterbury Tales. For points 2, 5, 6, 7, and 8, Chaucer
made Walter's character more harsh and contrasted with Griselda and as a

result the listeners (the readers) will have more sympathy with Griselda.

Keywords: gentilesse, antifeminism, narrator, author






