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Community Life and Residents’ Consciousness in
an Urban Core District in Osaka City

Masao Maruyama and Yoichi Okamoto

Since the early 2000s, the population of Osaka city has increased tremendously. We
conducted a survey of residents living in a district in one core area of the city where population
has risen sharply in recent years because of the number of middle- and high-rise blocks of flats
being built there. In the results of the survey, we indicate the current condition of the local
community in light of this re-urbanisation. First, the economic and social status of new leasehold
owners is higher than that of the long-term residents. We suggest that gentrification has occurred
in the core area of the city under re-urbanisation. Second, most of the new flat owners hope to
reside permanently and are willing to be actively involved the local community. However, they
do not participate in neighbourhood association activities. One of the reasons behind this is lack
of communication between long-term residents and new comers living in the new-build housing
block.

Key words : Community, Neighborhood association, Re-urbanisation

67








