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Rule 12 Oldest Member
1.At the sitting provided for under Rule 10 (3), and at any other sitting held for the purpose of electing the President
and the Bureau, the oldest Member present shall take the Chair until the President has been elected.
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Rule 12
Provisional Chair
1. At the sitting provided for under Rule 134 (2) , and at any other sitting held for the purpose of electing the
President and the Bureau, the outgoing President or, failing him or her, one of the outgoing Vice-Presidents in order of
precedence or, in the absence of any of them, the Member having held office for the longest period shall take the Chair
until the President has been elected.
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rule 30 : Formation of political groups
1. Members may form themselves into groups according to their political affinities.
Parliament need not normally evaluate the political affinity of members of a group. In forming a group together under
this Rule, Members concerned accept by definition that they have political affinity. Only when this is denied by the
Members concerned is it necessary for Parliament to evaluate whether the group has been constituted in conformity
with the Rules.
2. A political group shall comprise Members elected in at least one-quarter of the Member States. The minimum
number of Members required to form a political group shall be twenty-five.
3. Where a group falls below the required threshold, the President, with the agreement of the Conference of Presidents,
may allow it to continue to exist until Parliament's next constitutive sitting, provided the following conditions are met:

- the members continue to represent at least one-fifth of the Member States;



- the group has been in existence for a period longer than one year.
The President shall not apply this derogation where there is sufficient evidence to suspect that it is being abused.
4. A Member may not belong to more than one political group.
5. The President shall be notified in a statement when a political group is set up.
6. The statement shall be published in the Official Journal of the European CEWM.
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