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Abstract

Mitsuo KAWAGUCHI, A Research on Kuramoto-Toji in the Sake-Brewing Industry:
The Case of Fujioka Shuzo

There used to be a clear role differentiation between the Kuramoto (owner)
and the Toji (brewmaster) in traditional sake breweries. However, with the drastic
decline of the traditional Toji-centered system since the postwar economic high-
growth period, sake breweries have started to seek out alternative systems, out
of necessity. Recently, the number of so-called Kuramoto-Toji—owners who brew
their own sake by their hands, in companies mostly of a small size—have been
increasing and attracting considerable attention in the sake-brewing industry. This
study discusses the historical background of the emergence of Kuramoto-Toji,
as well as their social context; it does so by taking up the case of Fujioka Shuzo,
Fushimi (Kyoto).
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