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Abstract

Kazuhiko YOKOI and Mingzhu GAO, The Late Qing Government’s Overseas Student
Policy

Between the 1860s and 1890s the Qing government felt compelled to
implement a series of open-door policies in order to introduce western intelligence
into China, one of which was to send students overseas. The Qing government
intermittently sent approximately 200 students to the United States, Britain,
and France between 1872 and 1890. However, the main destination for overseas
students shifted to Japan after China’s defeat in the Sino—Japan war of 1895.
The number of Chinese studying in Japan peaked at 10,000 in 1906, but then
plummeted because of the Qing government’s tight policy on retaining the quality
of overseas students. This article describes the background and problems of these

policies by means of a comparison with Japan in the Meiji period.
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