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The Doshisha University Economic Review Vol.63 No.4

Abstract

Takashi NISHIMURA, Railroad Flagmen and Robbers

When the railways were built in the modern society, railway crossings
were built on many points where tracks intersected roads. In particular,
crossings with heavy traffic were manned by flagmen, who resided near the
crossings. In 1875, the railway between Osaka city and Mukoumati town
opened to traffic; it had many railway crossings, some of which were manned.
In August 1884, there was a robbery at one of the crossings located in
Kamiueno village, Otokuni country, Kyoto prefecture. We seek to identify the
actual scene involving the flagman’s house, his family, and the railway crossing

through a sketch of the scene.
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