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The Doshisha University Economic Review Vol.63 No.3
Abstract

Takashi NISHIMURA, Theft and Clemency by a Village

In August 1876, an attempted theft took place in Kamiueno village in
Kyoto prefecture of Japan. This village had two distinguishing features. The
first was that this village was the territory of many lords during the Edo
era. The second was that the village had its own system of water supply.
Both characteristics indicate that this village was self-governed and created
equality among the people in the village. During the trial, the village appealed
to the court of justice to show leniency to the culprit. This incident shows
that a village could be self-governed and reciprocal help among village people

strongly after the Meiji Restoration.
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