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A Proposal for Curriculum Reform of High School Geography and
History at the Science Council of Japan — “Basic History” based on
chronological order —

Kaoru Nakamura

Summary

The Science Council of Japan has proposed the introduction of a
required subject, “Basic History.” This proposed subject, which
comprises both World and Japanese history, is an initiative to
reform high-school history and geography studies. Although in this
new subject, parallel studies such as chronology, modern and
contemporary history and topic-leaning are suggested for integration,
a uniform method has not yet been established.

The author supports chronological history because the focus of
junior high school learning is on Japanese history, and World
history is usually taught within this context. World history studies
at junior high school are much narrower in content than those in
high-school World history.

Therefore, when junior and senior high schools are considered
together from the perspective of holistic history education, it is
desirable that younger high school students should learn “Basic
History,” which includes World history in a chronological manner
together with Japanese history, so that they are able to study
standard World or Japanese history on reaching higher grades.

Periodization in World and Japanese histories differs; therefore, it
is necessary to combine World and Japanese history in “Basic
History” to enable students to learn World history based on the
periodization of Japanese history at junior high school.
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