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The characteristics of national citizenship education curriculum for
school-based curriculum development: Comparison between England
and the United States curriculum

Hiromi Kawaguchi

The purpose of this paper is to compare the national citizenship
education in England and the US in order to illuminate the
characteristics of decentralised national citizenship education
curriculum which could ensure that individual schools decide to
develop their own curriculum. Although how nation should play the
role in formal citizenship education is one of the popular
educational issues in Japan, there has been only limited numbers of
studies which particularly focus on the national Ccitizenship
education curriculum.

At the end of this paper, three characteristics of national
citizenship curriculum will be appeared. Firstly, the description of
aims, contents, pedagogies and materials tend to be ambiguous. In
both English and the US curriculum, each category is shown by a
run of the item and the relationship of items seems to be unclear.
Thus teachers are required to pick up the items and organize them
for developing their own curriculum. Secondly, there are detailed
description of examples of teaching and learning. This bring that
teachers reflect their own practice objectively because they have
different eyes of others. Thirdly, the curriculum are organised by a
number strands for common goals. Thus even if the individual
teachers develop various pattern of school curriculum, they could
still share the same purposes.
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