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Sin and Repentance:
A Study of Islamic Mysticism According to ‘Abd al-Ghani
al-Nabulus?’s Concept of Wahdat al-Wujiad

Naoki YAMAMOTO
Doctoral Student
Graduate School of Asian African Area Studies, Kyoto University

Abstract

The concept, “creation from the nothingness by God’s will” is shared among
Abrahamic religions. Islam believes that everything was created by Allah’s command of
existence. Al-Nabulusi, a Syrian mystic who believes in Islamic mystical philosophy
known as Wahdat al-Wujad (the concept of oneness of beings), studied this shared
concept among the schools of Ibn ‘ArabT and originated the idea that Allah only should
exist whenever He pronounces His divine word of existence. There should be a
self-dialogue between Allah’s presence as a speaker (subject) and Allah’s presence as the
object being spoken because only Allah holds the ultimate authority of divine order of
existence. Hence, it is sinful for human beings to regard themselves as the object of
divine order. Human beings can undertake the divine order only by repentance,
understanding that our essence is nothingness and is not worthy of possession of divine
order. It is by setting aside all worldly desires that human beings can live Allah’s
presence of “being spoken” in “the stage of nothingness”.

Al-Nabulusi’s thought proposed a broad view not only of a mystical philosophy but
also existential matters for Muslims and also confirmed some similarities with the
thoughts of Christian Mystic, Meister Eckhart. This paper focuses on the concept of sin
and repentance in Islamic mysticism according to al-Nabulusi. Furthermore, it tries to
present a new perspective in the study of the mysticism of Abrahamic religions,
especially a cross-border study of mysticism between Islam and Christianity.

Keywords
Mysticism, Sufism, Sin, School of Ibn ‘Arabi, Abrahamic Religions
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