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Islam in a Land of Infidelity:
Faith of Ahl al-Fatrah in Maturidism

Yohei MATSUYAMA
Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

Abstract

This paper considers the theological basis for re-thinking how Islam is to be
represented to non-Muslims in a land of infidelity, where little or no teachings and
practices of Islam are known, with special reference to theories of Maturidism.

Regarding the theory on those who did not receive the propagation of Islam,
Maturidism, contrary to Ash‘arism, does not acknowledge their immunity from the
responsibility of believing in the Creator’s existence, and requires them to have faith in it
based on ‘aql (reason). This idea results in an attitude that validates the faith of an
individual in a land of infidelity, who lacks knowledge about the essentials of the Islamic
creed and does not fulfill core religious duties, and regards him as a true believer. This
tenet of Maturidism leads to the idea that in a land of infidelity, Islam could assume the
form of a comprehensive call to monotheism, not the form of a positive religion, or
cluster of specific tenets.

Keywords
Maturidism, Faith, Infidelity, Propagation, Reason
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