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A Psychological Study of Foreign Spouses
Who Raise Their New Taiwanese Children :

Through Interviews

Wan-Chien Huang

This study aims to explore the difficulties of the foreign spouses in Taiwan who raise their
children, currently called ‘New Taiwanese Children’. Semi-structured interviews were conducted
with 12 mothers who came either from Southeast Asian countries or from Mainland China.
Topics such as helping their children with homework, home discipline concerning manner and
politeness, languages spoken in their families, etc were covered during each interview. The
results indicated that all our interviewees encountered difficulties while helping their children
with school assignments especially in the subject of the Chinese language regardless of their
birthplace. The Chinese language that is used in Taiwan employs traditional Chinese characters
and their original pronunciation makers while that of Mainland uses simplified version of
Chinese characters as well as Pinyin, Chinese Romanization system. That might hinder mothers
from Mainland China in helping their children learn Chinese even if they use essentially the
same language. It was also shown that those foreign spouses were willing to offer their every
support in any educational resources regardless of the educational history or occupation. Finally,
it was also suggested that they paid a lot of attention to their children’s behavior that is
considered very important in the society of Taiwan.

Key words: Taiwan, Foreign spouses, New Taiwanese Children, Education, International
marriage
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