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1 Fukuyoshi cho
Akasaka Ku
Sept 22. 1904
My dear Mr Tokutomi
I thank you most heartily for sending Mr Date to me with the
information about bank deposits etc. It was just what I wanted and I

shall be able to use it after a while to great advantage.
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Sincerely yours

George Kennan
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Baddeck Victoria County
Nova Scotia, Canada.
August 30, 1906
My dear Mr Tokutomi
It is a long time since I last wrote you, but I learned from the newspa-
pers that you were traveling in China, and I presumed that a letter would
not reach you in any event until you returned to Tokyo—— I hope that

you had a pleasant trip and returned in good health. I wish that I might
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have an opportunity of talking with you about China and learning what
you think of the reform movement there and its probable future. It
seemed to me when I was there that it would be impossible for the Chi-
nese to transform themselves into a modern nation and bring themselves
anywhere near up to the level of the Japanese and the Americans in less
than a century—— perhaps not even then. They seemed to think that
they could do it in half the time occupied by Japan in the work, but they
have not the sensitiveness to environment of the Japanese, nor the quick
adaptability to changed conditions, nor the patriotism, nor the capacity for
individual self sacrifice in the interest of the country as a whole. — In
short, they are lacking in character—in moral qualities— and character is
a plant of slow growth. They do not seem to have with clear intellectual
perception. — It is a self-evident truth to us Westerners that a nation
can never become great or powerful without general honesty in the pub-
lic service and a stable, coherent financial system; and yet China— so far
as I can see— is not taking a single effective step to enforce honesty
among officials, nor to reform her chaotic monetary system. Until she
tries seriously and intelligently to bring about reforms in these fields, I
shall have no faith in her future. —

Since my return to America in June, I have been living quietly at my
country place in Nova Scotia, resting a little and writing for the Outlook a
few articles on the situation in Russia. I would send them to you, but I
think you take The Outlook. ——

While in Washington in June I had a three-hours’ talk with the Presi-
dent and was able to tell him many things about Japan and the Japanese
that were of interest to him. —— Speaking of my articles on Korea he

said that they had been very influential in determining American policy
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with reference to that country. It was after reading them that he decided
to withdraw our legation at Seoul and to give Japan a free hand in Korea,
so far as the United States were concerned. —— He expressed great
admiration & friendship for Japan and the Japanese people. ——

Since I left Japan the problem of aerial flight has practically been solved
in America. —— The Wright brothers of Dayton Ohio have made a ma-
chine which has flown twenty four miles carrying a man and so pounds of
load (See clipping which I enclose). Professor Bell is now making experi-
menting with a view to ascertaining the best form of aerial propellers.

The indications are that William J. Bryan will be nominated for Presi-
dent by the Democrats at the next Presidential election. Since he went
abroad he seems to have become more popular than ever, and his friends
are making preparations to give him a great reception on his arrival in
New York next month. —— The candidate on the Republican side will
probably be either Taft or Root, but it is rather early yet to make predic-
tions.

My friends in St Petersburg write me that four different and separate
translations of my book “Siberia and the Exile System” have been pub-
lished there this year, and it is also being printed as a serial in one of the
Russian magazines. —— This is the first time that the Russian Government
has ever allowed it to be published or sold. —— I am now thinking of
republishing in book form in America ten or twelve magazine articles on
the Russian revolutionary movement which were not included in “Siberia
and the Exile System.” If I should conclude to do this, I will send you a
copy.——

I have asked our consul general in Yokohama, Mr Miller, to send you

ten yen for me to pay postage on anything in the shape of Government
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reports in English that may come into your hands and that you may be
good enough to send me. I should be very glad to have anything pub-

lished by your Government in English upon education, finance, commerce

and the economic condition of the Empire. The recently published
book of Thomas F. Millard (a review of which I send you) may mislead
public opinion in America with regard to Japan, and I should like to have
as much material as possible concerning the subjects that he discusses, so
as to make a reply to his statements.—— Is there a second number of
“The Japan Year Book”? I have the first one, published by the Japan
Year Book Office, Tsukiji, in May 1906, and if it is out I should like to
have it. —Perhaps Mr Date would be good enough to make enquiries
about it for me. I am writing him to ask if he can get Japanese suicide
statistics for me for two years 1904 & 1905——1I am going to write a book
on suicide next year, and also one on prehistoric music.

I hoped to go to Russia again this Fall and to return to Japan next sum-
mer by way of the trans-Siberian Railway, but since the dissolution of the
Russian Duma the Government has returned to a reactionary policy and I
presume I shall not be allowed to enter the Empire.——

I expect to remain in Nova Scotia until about the 1* of November and
shall then go to New York City. If, therefore, you write me or send me
anything, please address “Care of The Outlook Company, 287, Fourth Av-
enue New York City.” —

If I can do anything for you or get anything for you in America please
do not hesitate to call on me.

With sincere regard and esteem I am
Faithfully yours

George Kennan
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Beaufort
South Carolina

February 25 1912.
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Dear Mr Tokutomi

Please accept my heartiest congratulations on your appointment to the
House of Peers. It affords me, as a journalist, the greatest satisfaction,
and I am sure that the honor was never better deserved. May you live
long to enjoy it, and to serve your Emperor and your country in the high
position that you hold both as journalist and as legislator.

We, in America, are now looking with deep interest to China, and
watching the extraordinary series of events that are changing the form of
its government. There is great sympathy here for the Chinese people,
and a general hope that they may be able to reconcile their differences
and work out their destiny without foreign interference; but we do not
feel at all sanguine of the success of a Republic in a country that is so
vast in extent and that is inhabited by a people so inexperienced in the
duties and responsibilities of self-government. If the Republic stands and
prospers, the transformation will be even more extraordinary and surpris-
ing than was the change which brought about the Era of Enlightment in
Japan. It seems to me, however, that so radical a transformation, for
which the people can hardly yet be prepared, will lead to internal dissen-
tions and disorders which may necessitate foreign interventions. I hope
not, but if such a nation as the Chinese succeed in changing their form of
government from an absolute monarchy to a pure republic, in less than a
year, and if they make that republic a success, it will be a wholly unprec-
edented event in human history. I don’t think it can be done; but the Chi-
nese have already shown unsuspected and surprising traits of character,
and they may possibly succeed even in the gigantic task that they have
undertaken. If they do, however, it will be almost a miracle.

I have written, at last, the articles on the character of the Japanese,
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which I promised some time ago to send you, and they will appear shortly
in The Outlook. I read them, under the title “Certain Misconceptions
with Regard to the Japanese”, before the conference on Japanese-Ameri-
can relations held in Clark University, at Worcester Mass. about three
months ago. You will perhaps find in them many errors, but I hope that
they also contain some truths. At any rate, they are meant to be dispas-
sionate and fair.

I do not write you very frequently, but I think of you often, and I keep
among my treasures the cross of the Golden Treasure, for which I am in-
debted to you, and the two swords that you sent to me at Yokohama, the
day that I sailed for the United States. I shall hand them down to the
“George Kennan” of the next generation, who will succeed me when I
leave this world, and who, I hope, will be as much interested in Japan as I
have been, and have as much affection as I have for its people.

With sincere regard and esteem I am always
Faithfully yours

George Kennan

Yaz—xk—|
Hy2Ha 54 FM
19124E2H25H

BT DS
BiREEB I Il e, LIDVBETRLETFET, Vv —
FUAFELTRIREINLL, ZOHBRIO L {flifidbsboL
MELTVWET, EI)TRAEZEZIN, TRERDVWELA, Yx—F)
AMPOFERELTOEVHALL, Ha/-OREEBEIIRSSNET

£913
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[ KIE64E (1917) 4E11H Ya—3 - FFrh o Emiks s ) —
T4 YT S —F]

With remembrance and cordial wishes for your health and happiness in
1918
Mr. and Mrs. George Kennan
Ten hundred and thirty eight
Fifth Avenue
New York City

PHELSED T E THERA LIV BHY LTBY 5
Va—v . rFrkE
1038
AR
—a—F—7H

ST, FFIFKRIEISE (1924) 5HI0HICEL 2525, DUFixZof4:
FERICHRIEICACoERM T L. BAORIILHKED T F ¥ O
[ Welkenna 129 West Center St. Medina, N. Y.| 2SEIRI S 41, #fE#ICD
19234E11H29H 14T [Medina, N.Y.] OEHBH I TS, 7+ VidK
EYEI)=a—a—oMA =) Y AMAT A FIJEELTBY . 2 THHK
DRDHERE TR o720

[® KIF124F (1923) 11H29H Y a—3 - 7+ v h SE ks 2]

Nov. 29 1923
Dear Mr Tokutomi
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Cordial New Year greetings and remembrance with all good wishes for
1924. We feel the deepest sympathy for you and Tokyo in the great
calamity that has so recently befallen you. May it never happen again.

The two Japanese swords that you sent to me by Mr Date in March,
1906, are among my most cherished possessions and I think of your cour-
tesy and kindness to me every time I look at them.

Mrs Kennan and I are getting old and I am afraid we shall never see
Japan again, but we spent there two of our happiest years.

Faithfully yours

George Kennan

19234E11H29 1
BT MR B
124D T4 F 2 BH Y LTL2OHEOTHREZH L LIFF 4, A7
HLIFOWIETADHLRICHEY Ao RBHRICOE, Hh/ L HEUTRE
DOFREZHFETVET, DIZHELZDIHI LRI LFRETHALIIT,
19064E3H, H%72l IRV OHAT 2 HESAZBL THES>TFEVFE
L7z ENEAB—FRWICLTVwE00—D2T, Ihz A0
Hl-OfBEL S E ZEREZBVHL T,
FELRIEEZ LD, ZEELHARZALZ N2 LILERAN. H
ATRHo L DFERLESTEADI bOAEMEBI L E L
B

Va—v - -rtv

MR AESOWEL B L L DI, kDT LY M THEHHAIIZH
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%o ZOYHREIZIZ19234E11H 290 @ AFEIRIASH % A%, B4 % TR L
TGN FHEE ISNT VD, 722 LLED S A MV [G K’s Column] 12
LoT, INRTrFvOFERLCBHIEK [AF54F - P Ea— ]
(Medina Tribune) \ZHEBRINTZHDOTH LI ENbh b, WEFILHE TV
Zv HETEAEDIAFTELRVWERTH L7720, &XLE\ITTBE 0,

(@ KIE124F (1923) 11H29H 7 F Y BEEOH B I 5 2803k X ]
(“G. K’s Column,” Medina Tribune, November 29, 1923)

G. K’s Column
Japanese Honesty

I have recently been asked again, for at least the hundredth time, “Are
the Japanese so dishonest that they have to employ Chinese cashiers in
their banks because they cannot trust their own people?” This wild story
about Chinese cashiers in Japanese banks seems to have an immortal life.
I heard it the first time between Manila and Hong Kong when I was on
my way to Japan, and since my return I have heard it a hundred times—
perhaps two hundred times—in all parts of the United States. No other
false statement that was ever made seems to have been so universally
credited by people who do not know. Dr. Cook, it is true, made seventy-
five or a hundred million Americans believe that he had discovered the
North Pole; but even his wild story was not accepted by everybody. [sic]
and since he has been sentenced to fourteen years imprisonment for pro-
moting wild-cat oil schemes, it is safe to say that it is no longer believed
by anybody. But the Chinese cashier story still continues to circulate.
Bishop Harris, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, whose diocese is in Ja-

pan, but who made a visit to the United States a few years ago, told me
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that he was kept busy, all the way from San Francisco to New York, an-
swering the question “Why do Japanese bankers employ Chinese ca-
shiers?” His reply was simply “They don’t” But I presume four-fifths of
the questioners thought he did not know. Anyhow, the story seems likely
to mislead Americans until the Judgment Day unless they all go to Japan
and see for themselves.

The story is said to have had its origin in the fact that among the earli-
est banks established in Japan were branches of English banking houses
in Shanghai and Hong Kong. The English bankers, when they went to
Japan to open branches in Yokohama and Tokyo, took some of their old
Chinese employees with them, simply because the latter were experts in
handling money and calculating exchanges, and because their trustworthi-
ness was guaranteed by the Chinese Bankers’ Guild. The first American
tourists who went to Japan had drafts or letters on one of these branches,
and received their money from Chinese tellers. To such tourists all banks
in Japan were Japanese banks, no matter where they originated, and Chi-
nese tellers handled the money in them. This seems to have been enough
to start the story, and it has been current ever since as a quick and easy
proof of the dishonesty of the Japanese.

Whether the above explanation is true or not I don’t know. I have
heard it several times, but I don’t vouch for it. This, however, I do know.
I lived two years and a half in Japan and drew money on letters of credit
in all parts of the country, but I never once saw a Chinese employee, of
any kind, in a Japanese bank. But suppose there had been one; that
wouldn’t prove anything. My own bank in New York—the Harriman
National—has a Japanese in its Oriental department, simply because he

can manage the bank’s Oriental business better than any American they
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could get. When I went to Siberia the last time, I received my money in
St. Petersburg from a Chinese teller in a Russian bank, but I never
thought of drawing the conclusion that he was employed there because
they couldn’t find an honest Russian. That would have been too prepos-
terous!

There seems to be prevalent an equally erroneous belief that Chinese
generally are more honest than Japanese generally. With regard to this,
too, I can give a little information, based on personal experience, which is
trustworthy so far as it goes. We kept house in Tokyo for about two
years, in two different Japanese houses. We were often away from home
for days at a time, making trips. So far as we knew, we never lost a sin-
gle thing from theft, either there, or in any other part of Japan that was
visited. In Shanghai and Peking we lived only about six weeks, but mon-
ey, jewelry and personal belongings were stolen from us continually. It
was not safe to leave anything around unwatched for a moment.

Of course there are dishonest Japanese, dishonest Chinese, and dishon-
est Americans; but it is never prudent to indulge in wholesale, rapid-fire
generalizations upon the basis of a few observed facts. A Japanese might
say “The Americans are so dishonest that they have to establish guaran-
ty companies to insure employers against theft or embezzlement by un-
trustworthy clerks.” The observed fact is true—we do have guaranty
companies to insure the fidelity of employees, but that single fact is not
an adequate basis for the charge that all Americans are dishonest, or that
dishonesty is a National characteristic.

We, at least, should be the last to accuse the Japanese of general dis-
honesty, because I know, of my own personal knowledge, that many

American tourists tempt, or bribe, Japanese merchants to make out false
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bills for goods bought, so that the tourists can use them in getting their
purchases through American custom houses at much less than their real
value. Not a little Japanese dishonesty, in such ports as Yokohama and
Kobe, has been learned from us; and what our “crooks” don’t know about
deception and fraud is hardly worth knowing.

G. K.
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