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SUMMARY

Tadao Yanaihara was a disciple of Kanzo Uchimura, who founded the Non-Church
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Movement. Uchimura tried to indigenize Christianity in Japan and named his
approach “Japanese Christianity,” by which he meant “Christianity given directly to
the Japanese by God without the intervention of any foreign country.” Yanaihara is
one of Uchimura's disciples who inherited this viewpoint. Most contemporary
Christians who lived during the Asia-Pacific War period used the expression
“Japanese Christianity” to justify state actions without reserve. But he also used the
same expression In maintaining his position against the war. In subsequent studies
of theology, Uchimura and Yanaihara's “Japanese Christianity” was studied as one of
the best hints on how to indigenize Christianity in Japan without justifying a state
without any check on its power and on how to keep an appropriate distance from
the state. Therefore, I analyze the term “Japanese Christianity” and consider how
Yanaihara was able to take “Japan” as an object of theology. However, I want to
prove that Christianity, regarded as one of the world's great religions and supra-

national, actually arises through studying his idea of “Japanese Christianity.”
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