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SUMMARY

Yu Youngmo (1890-1981) was born in 1890, 15 years after Korea opened a port to
Japan in 1875. He became a Christian in 1905, 20 years after a protestant missionary
came to Korea in 1884. He was 20 when Japan annexed Korea in 1910. During these
troubled and agitated times, he carefully studied the Bible as well as the Eastern
scriptures and practiced religious self-discipline. This paper investigates the
background of his religious faith and practice during the annexation of Korea by
Japan. In this time, he was influenced by Ahn Changho’s thought because he had a
deep relationship with the Shinminkai (New People’s Society), which was founded by
Ahn.

Ahn Changho (1878-1938) became a Christian in 1896 and learned about
democratic thought and civil rights by joining the Independence Club. When he
returned to Korea in 1907 after studying in America, he organized Shinminkai and
developed the Shinmin Movement. He emphasized that, first and most importantly,
the people themselves must cultivate their power and ability to overcome the crisis
of colonization. He claimed that character, freedom of conscience, and reason were

more important than military, economic, and diplomatic power.
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