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Abstract
An Ethnic Approach to Nation-State Building and Its Impediments in
Afghanistan.

Haruyuki Shimada

State building in Afghanistan has been fraught with difficulties
since the Taliban regime collapsed in November 2001. Countrywide
elections (presidential and parliamentary) have twice taken place, and
the administrative, legislative, and the judicial bodies exist. In addition,
Afghanistan is recognized by many other sovereign states and is also a
member of international organizations. From these facts, Afghanistan is
undeniably a state. Nevertheless, we sometimes hesitate to overtly declare
this because of Afghanistan’s troubled history and its current political
instability.

The nation-state building of Afghanistan commenced in the late
nineteenth century. However, this process was promoted by external powers,
not the indigenous population. The British government required a buffer
zone with the Russian border to protect British India, which was the core of
the Empire. Afghanistan was geographically located between these two large
powers. Accordingly, a frame of “nation-state of Afghanistan” was imposed on
the area and indigenous population.

However, such a nation-state is an artificial veil to cover the broad area
where the population inhabited with small scale ethnic units. Considering the
history of Afghanistan, the European notion of a nation-state does not appear
applicable to this country.

This article commences by reviewing the history of Afghanistan, from
its foundation in the eighteenth century to its independence in the twentieth

century. It then explains the concept of ethnicity, which, as well as Islam, is
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a basic means of identification for the population of Afghanistan, in order to
identify the impediments of nation-state building.

The results indicate that a frame of nation-state is seemingly not
consistent with the reality of Afghanistan. Nevertheless, the balkanization
(disintegration) of Afghanistan is improbable because its neighboring
countries are reluctant to share their borders with each other in this unstable
region. In addition, the people in Afghanistan would not able to draw a
picture after the collapse of the state of Afghanistan.

Such indicators reconfirm that the nation-state is still a fairly robust
frame. Accordingly a quasi nation-state like contemporary Afghanistan is
regarded as a unique phenomenon with a precarious existence in the present
international order. Furthermore, it is also recognized that Afghanistan could

only be valuable as a buffer zone for external stakeholders.
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