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SUMMARY

This article investigates, from two viewpoints, the reason why Paul abhorred sexual
immorality. First, I deal with the idea of the defiling force of sexual immorality. I argue
that the idea can be found in the Old Testament (particularly the Priestly and Holiness
sources) and in the second-temple literature and, furthermore, that compared with
ritual impurity, moral impurity incurs serious damages to the person, the sanctuary, and
the land. Second, I deal with sexual immorality as an apocalyptic enemy. I argue that the
social and cosmological dualism found in Paul’'s arguments shows that he ranked sexual
immorality among the apocalyptic enemies. Therefore, when believers commit sexual
immorality in their faith-community, it means that they put in peril the holy community
that shall inherit the Kingdom of God.
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