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Journalism Education in Nineteenth-Century England :
Higher Writers and Working Journalists

Yoshinori Kawasaki

The definition of journalists in nineteenth-century England was rather ambiguous. They
were roughly divided into two categories : writers and reporters. The former contributed articles
targeted at intellectuals, while the latter wrote gossip columns and covered events for the masses.
Triggered by the growth of the newspaper industry, when the demand for journalists rose, there
was a need for the establishment of a professional organization for journalists. Consequently, the
National Association of Journalists, established in 1884, sought the status of journalism as a pro-
fession. It focused on compilation of news rather than personal opinions of journalists, and em-
phasized descriptive writing skills. However, writers in higher positions continued following the
laissez-faire approach, while low-ranking reporters were considered as working journalists after
the inception of the National Union of Journalists in 1907.

Key words : profession, trade union, Britain, Institute of Journalists, National Union of Journal-
ists



