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Akira Arai turned sixty-nine at the beginning of the year. He retired last year from Japan Women's University,

where he was a prominent Milton scholar. In his retirement, Aki writes he is busily “making lectures and writing
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books.” He kindly sent me the text of a thoughtful autobiographical talk given on Okinawa last summer to Japanese,
Chinese, and Korean physicians and nurses. It recounts how his conversion from his family religion (“a rather active
sect of Japanese Buddhism”) to Christianity enabled him eventually to come to terms with the “national crime of
brutal atrocities” committed by Japan in the 1930s and 1940s. He came to believe that the “declaration of light out
of darkness, cosmos out of chaos,” as proclaimed in Genesis 1.1-3, “was absolutely right in the sense that without
this declaration no human sin or crime can be cleansed. Here I felt in my heart, Japan, and I, a Japanese, might be
released from sin, if this declaration made in Genesis in some day accepted in this island country of Japan.” (Spring,

2001)
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