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On Mule Bank

Yukitoshi YUTANI

Keywords: CALL, multilingual education system, Web,

The aim of this paper is to present a multilingual education system
constructed on the Web, which we call ‘Mule Bank’. Mule Bank started as
a project of JAKLE(Japan Association for Korean Language Education) to
collect exercises and offer them to students who study Korean. The project
is progressing smoothly.

We have made a new plan, that is Mule Bank, to extend the above

mentioned project into other languages. Mule Bank is composed of 2
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sections. One is the contribution section, and the other is the exercise
section. The exercises are divided into 2 patterns. One is a multiple-choice
test, and the other is a test asking for direct written answers. The multiple-
choice test has 9 elements. They are id-number, pattern of exercise,
headword, 4 choices, name of contributor, and column for confirmation by
others. These exercises are stored in a database designed by SQLite.

The contribution section consist of 8 modules. They are the main module,
the display module(contributed order), the display module(alphabetical
order), the update module, the delete module, the search module, the
specified number contribution module, the download module. We can
contribute exercises composed of 9 elements through main module. The
right answer must be registered as the first choice. The other 3 choices
must be wrong answers. We can confirm exercises through the display
module. We can correct any elements except id-number through the update
module. We can delete any data through the delete module, search any data
through the search module, can contribute an exercise with specified id-
number through the specified number contribution module, and download
all the accumulated data with CSV format(Comma Separated Value format)
through the download module.

The exercise section picks up an exercise at random from the database.
The correct choice is, of course, not always the first one. It changes at
random. When a student chooses a choice, this section judges his answer
and compiles statistics.

Mule Bank now deals with 5 languages. They are English, German,
French, Chinese and Korean. We expect teachers will contribute various

exercises to our Mule Bank.



