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TCBIEM R 2 EAR S 2 2 & OEG— [SURIEFY = B0 7% TETH
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NHEEICLT, HoBGEH2B2rE T, BHS, EEE HL0IEHED
AP T5525 2 LIETERD-721(883) SN — VD5 Z 2T,
KHITNEAMD v, fEo T, X [ FDOFFE A (“the poet of the au
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service) DRAICWE LV, N=VZRBERIZEZT, 7=V FIiX, nN—r
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3R, H, Ak, HOMET) B bbb IN— Y BEFE ANEZ TV
B, UL, TOEIIA, HEWES SR, L BIEORD =i -
FE 2 EANO» ) BILGRETI TH L 06 Th b HWRZEOATHIOH



N—2DIR, N—rOIREZ LAY 49

KD S5 N-FIE, ERICBIT 2 Molaniik, # L CEHO
BOILKITHES T ML ED, [HY 2Rboot, Bhder0®k
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WHDIEALIENHoTHENEET LI LI LT LRV (346) LB
Z 5o [EALDMER ] BRKOAMIC [XVENEHD] & TEVHDLRS
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Synopsis
Hearn’s Eye, Hearn’s Oculist — Fantastic Optics I
Nobuyoshi Saito

The present article is the first part of an analysis of the fantastic optics of
Lafcadio Hearn.

The problematique of “fantastic optics” is located around the encounter
point between subject and object, as a function of the subject’s physical
sight and imaginative vision on one hand, and as a function of the object’s
visibility and temporal stability on the other. What is actually seen is an end
product of the dynamic mutual struggle between the visual and the visible,
or between the subjective and the objective, against each other; since being
(esse) is always being seen (percipi), any notion of reality without references
to the complex structure of conditions of visuality and visibility is already
within the confines of a rigorous, though implicit, rule of a particular scopic
regime which effaces itself as such.

Lafcadio Hearn came to see Japan in 1890. This encounter of Hearn and
Japan is an incident of “sighting” which is to be interpreted as being made
possible under the rule of a certain scopic regime, as outlined above.
Moreover, for us, Hearn’s “seeing” of Japan has to be interpreted as an
incident within a scopic regime of our own critical interpretation. How did
he find Japan? What was Japan like, as he found it? The Hearn as yet
another wandering romantic Orientalist at the end of the century and the
Hearn as the very first foreigner to have understood the eternal essence of

Japan better than any Japanese — these two Hearns are at the opposite ends
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of a spectrum of our critical interpretation concerning the subject. The Japan
as historically struggling to modernize and westernize itself desperately in
the Meiji era and the Japan as remaining true to its changeless essence —
these two Japans are at the opposite ends of the same spectrum concerning
the object.

The present first part of the analysis of Hearn’s fantastic optics sets out to
rediscover his eye itself, for it has been literary “blinded,” and by his own
oculist. George M. Gould, a professional oculist in Philadelphia and an
intimate friend of Hearn’s for some time, diagnosed Hearn’s monocular and
myopic sight as “unvision,” and, as a literary commentator, judged Hearn’s
literary output as being fatally damaged by his “diseased” sight. Gould
confidently asserted, over one hundred years ago, that Hearn did not see
Japan at all, simply because he could not see anything. The present analysis
argues that within his own professional scopic regime constructed by his
key notion of ametropia and eye-strain as the fundamental determinant
factors of all mental activities, including artistic production, Gould
obliterated Hearn as an authentic “object” worthy of a serious literary
interpretation.

Our effort then should be first to see and expose Gould’s optic regime as
such, before, in the second part of our analysis of fantastic optics, we will

inspect Hearn’s eye itself, and examine the Japan as his eye has seen it.



