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SUMMARY
After the Russian Revolution in 1917, the Japanese Orthodox Church, led by

Metropolitan Sergius (Tikhomirov), suffered financially. No aid from Russia was serious
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damage to the Japanese Orthodox Church and Sergius’ authority over the Japanese
faithful declined.

In Russia the “Living Church,” supported by the Soviet government, divided the
clergy and the faithful, and in Serbia, the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad (Karlowitz
Synod) was established in 1921. During the schism of Russian Church, Sergius was
loyal to the Moscow Patriarchate.

In 1927 Metropolitan Sergius (Stragorodsky), the acting Patriarch, issued a decree
accepting Soviet authority over the church. Sergius (Tikhomirov) was promoted to the
rank of Metropolitan by the Moscow Patriarchate in 1931, and after a speech at Tokyo in
which he took an optimistic view of the Soviet situation, he was regarded as a
communist. In Kobe a priest close to Sergius was rejected by the faithful and Simon, a
bishop of Shanghai, criticized Serguis’ statement in a newspaper article.

Based on the rise of militarism and nationalism in the 1930s, the Japan Orthodox
Church severed relations with the Moscow Patriarch in 1940. In the same year, Sergius
was ousted from his position as the head of the Japanese Church. From 1944 he kept in
contact with the Moscow Patriarchate through the Soviet embassy and acquired Russian
nationality and considered returning to his own country. In 1945 he was arrested by the
Japanese special police on suspicion of being a Soviet spy. Soon after his release from
prison, he died on August 10, 1945 at 74.

Due to Sergius’ intention to follow the Church Canon, he maintained connections with
Russia and considered the Moscow Patriarchate legitimate. He was indifferent toward
politics but misunderstood the consequences of supporting the Soviet government. That

is his tragedy.
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