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SUMMARY

In this article, Ezekiel is reconsidered in terms of the “Revitalization Movement.”
Ezekiel has been considered difficult to understand due to its bizarre descriptions, and
some scholars have even claimed that Ezekiel was mentally sick. But in terms of the
experiences of prophets, which is the origin and the core of the “Revitalization
Movement,” Ezekiel was not merely sick but actually undergoing a personality
transformation that yield a new gestalt of Israel. The “Revitalization Movement” is a
special pattern of cultural change that happens in such contexts as the Exile. From the
view-point of that pattern, that process cured Ezekiel, a priest who confronted the
unprecedented crisis of Israel: its extinction and the fall of Jerusalem. It cannot be
argued that the new gestalt Ezekiel presented was realized literally, but like an
underground stream, it influenced the tradition of Israel in such a way that contributed

to the formation of Judaism.
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