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SUMMARY

In 1 Corinthians 5 Paul brings two traditions from Jewish apocalyptic literature: the
forensic tradition that features individual accountability in the eschatological judgment
and the cosmological tradition that features hostile spiritual agents represented by Satan
active in the realm outside the kingdom of God. By appropriating the forensic tradition,
Paul places the immoral man’s actions in an anthropological context that allows him to
hold the immoral man accountable in light of eschatological judgment. By appropriating
the cosmological tradition, he places the immoral man’s actions in a cosmological
context that warns the community of Satan’s power in the cosmos as well as the
consequences of being removed from the community. Paul’s opponents, who were
dependent upon social stability and peace provided by the imperial rule, would find
Paul’s arguments offensive and subversive. However, Paul’s argumentation would be
persuasive enough to make his opponents reshape their cultural and social ethos into a
more apocalyptic-eschatological one because they had once believed in the cross of
Jesus Christ, received the Holy Spirit, and engaged themselves in eschatological

enthusiasm.
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