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RELEASE, INDEMNIFICATION, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREMEENT
AND AGREEMENT NOT TO SUE

1. The United States of America (the “Government”), acting by and
through the Department of Defense, believes it to be mutually beneficial
to both the Government and news media organizations (“media organi-
zations”) to place selected news media organization employees (“media
employees”) with selected military units (“military units”) for the pur-
pose of providing news media coverage before, during, and after military
operations. The placement of media employees with military units is re-
ferred to in this Agreement as “embedding” or the “embedding process”
and will require media employees to live, travel, eat, sleep, and conduct all
professional and personal activities with the military unit to which the

media employees are “embedded.”

2. Definitions.

a. The term “Government” means the United States Government, includ-
ing its departments, subdivisions, agencies, instrumentalities, officers,
employees (including military and civilian personnel), servants, con-
tractors, volunteers, and agents.

b. The term “media organization” means the “media employee’s” em-
ployer, a registered U.S. or foreign profit or not-for-profit organiza-
tion, its successors, and assigns.

c. The term “media employee” means an employee or agent of a “media

organization”, his or her guardians, executors, administrators, heirs,
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and assigns.

3. Media organizations and media employees understand and agree that the
embedding process will expose media employees to the same risks and
hazards as those to which the military members of military units are ex-
posed, including the extreme and unpredictable risks of war, combat op-
erations, and combat support operations, as well as common and
uncommon hazards of military living. Media organizations and media
employees fully understand and appreciate the following:

a. The embedding process will expose media employees to all hazards of a
military environment, including but not limited to the extreme and un-
predictable hazards of war, combat operations, and combat support op-
erations. The military environment is inherently dangerous and may
result in death or personal injury of media employees or damage to
personal property.

b. The embedding process may include strenuous and inherently danger-
ous activities, including transportation in, and close proximity to, mili-
tary tactical vehicles, aircraft, watercraft, and other Government (and
Government contracted) vehicles and may involve substantial risk of
serious injury or death as the result of the media employee’s own ac-
tions or inaction, the actions or inactions of others including agents,
contractors, officers, service members, and employees of the
Government, the conditions of the Government facility and the natural
environment, the known or unknown condition of any government-
furnished equipment, and the inherent dangers of war, combat opera-
tions, and combat support operations.

c. The embedding process requires media employees to be in overall good
physical health and condition. Persons who are not in overall good
physical health and condition should not participate in the embedding
process. Media employees should consult their physicians prior to em-
bedding to be certain they are qualified to do so. Persons with a history
of heart or lung disease or conditions, or coronary disease, or other
chronic or pervasive diseases or conditions may not participate.
Likewise, those women currently pregnant may not participate.

Anyone suffering from any injuries, conditions, ailments or pre-
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existing conditions that could be affected by the embedding process

may not participate.

. As part of the embedding process, the Government will make available

anthrax and smallpox vaccinations to media employees, provided it is
done at no cost to the Government (full reimbursement of all
Government costs) and provided that the media employees sign an ad-
ditional agreement regarding the risks involved. These vaccinations are
voluntary and are not a prerequisite for participating in the embedding
process. Media organizations and media employees agree, for those
media employees choosing to receive the anthrax and smallpox vaccina-
tions, that this Release, Indemnification, and Hold Harmless
Agreement and Agreement Not to Sue specifically includes all risks
and hazards associated with the smallpox and anthrax vaccinations, in-
cluding any negative reactions, adverse effects, including the media

employee’s illness, infirmity, or death.

4. The media employee agrees to:

a.

Participate in the embedding process and to follow the direction and or-
ders of the Government related to such participation. The media em-
ployee further agrees to follow Government regulations. The media
employee acknowledges that failure to follow any direction, order,
regulation, or ground rule may result in the termination of the media

employee’s participation in the embedding process.

. Voluntarily, willingly, and knowingly ASSUME ANY AND ALL

RISKS, known and unknown, in any way associated with the embed-

ding process, war, combat operations, and combat support operations.

. RELEASE, INDEMNIFY, AND HOLD HARMLESS the Government

from and against any claims, demands, actions, liens, rights,
subrogated or contribution interests, debts, liabilities, judgments,
costs, and attorney’s fees, arising out of, claimed on account of, or in
any manner predicated upon the media employee’s participation in the
embedding process, including any loss or damage to property or the
personal injury or death of any person which may occur as a result of
the media employee’s participation in the embedding process, even

where that loss, damage, personal injury, or death is caused or
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contributed to, in any manner, by the Government.

9. The media organization agrees to permit its media employees to partici-
pate in the embedding process. As a condition of being permitted to par-
ticipate in the embedding process, the media organization agrees to
RELEASE, INDEMNIFY, AND HOLD HARMLESS the Government
from and against any claims, demands, actions, liens, rights, subrogated
or contribution interests, debts, liabilities, judgments, costs, and
attorney’s fees arising out of, claimed on account of, or in any manner
predicated upon the media employee’s participation in the embedding
process, including any loss or damage to property or the personal injury
or death of any person, even where that loss, damage, personal injury, or

death is caused or contributed to, in any manner, by the Government.

6. The media organization and media employee hereby covenant and agree
they will never institute, prosecute or in any way aid in the institution or
prosecution of any demand, claim or suit against the Government for any
destruction, loss, or damage to the media organization’s property or the
media employee’s property, or the personal injury or death of media em-
ployees which may occur as a result of the media employee’s participation

in the embedding process.

7. The media organization and media employee grant express, voluntary,
and knowing consent to the rendering of all emergency medical or dental
treatment that may, in the professional judgment of a Government medi-
cal or dental officer, become necessary while participating in the embed-
ding process. Transportation to a definitive Government or commercial
care facility may be required as an adjunct to authorized emergency
medical or dental care. Persons receiving Government medical or dental
care who are not otherwise eligible to receive such care shall be obligated

to reimburse the Government.

8. The media organization and the media employee understand and agree
that the Government may terminate the embedding process at any time

and for any reason, as the Government determines appropriate in its sole
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discretion.

9. This Release, Indemnification, Hold Harmless Agreement and Agreement
Not to Sue shall be interpreted according to federal law. It is to be con-
strued as broadly and inclusively as is permitted by relevant federal law.
If any portion of this document is held invalid, the balance shall continue

in full force and effect.

Media Employee’s Signature Date

Media Organization Date

By:

Bk 2 OKREPHREEOIABRM 75 Kb—Ib 200353 H3 H G157
B A L T O
The Pentagon Media Embed Ground Rules
March 03, 2003
The Pentagon has promised the press more uncensored access to the fight if

the United States takes military action against Iraq.

About 800 members of the press — including 20 percent from non-U.S. media
— will be assigned slots in specific ground units, aviation units, ships and
headquarters throughout the combat zone. They will remain “embedded”
with those units as long as they wish and are supposed to have what these
Pentagon ground rules describe as “minimally restrictive” access to U.S.

forces throughout their stay.

Here is the guidance given to Public Affairs Officers on media embeds:
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101900Z FEB 03

FM SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-PA//

TO SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//CHAIRS//

AIG 8777

HQ USEUCOM VAIHINGEN GE//PA//

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPA//

JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//PA//

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//PA//

CJCS WASHINGTON DC//PA//

NSC WASHINGTON DC

WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

INFO SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-PA/DPO//

UNCLASSIFIED

SUBJECT: PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE (PAG) ON EMBEDDING MEDIA DURING

POSSIBLE FUTURE OPERATIONS/DEPLOYMENTS IN THE U.S. CENTRAL COMMAND’S

(CENTCOM) AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY (AOR).

REFERENCES: REF. A. SECDEF MSG, DTG 172200Z JAN 03, SUBJ: PUBLIC AFFAIRS

GUIDANCE (PAG) FOR MOVEMENT OF FORCES INTO THE CENTCOM AOR FOR

POSSIBLE FUTURE OPERATIONS.

1. PURPOSE. THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES GUIDANCE, POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
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ON EMBEDDING NEWS MEDIA DURING POSSIBLE FUTURE
OPERATIONS/DEPLOYMENTS IN THE CENTCOM AOR. IT CAN BE ADAPTED FOR
USE IN OTHER UNIFIED COMMAND AORS AS NECESSARY.

2. POLICY.

2.A. THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DOD) POLICY ON MEDIA COVERAGE OF
FUTURE MILITARY OPERATIONS IS THAT MEDIA WILL HAVE LONG-TERM,
MINIMALLY RESTRICTIVE ACCESS TO U.S. AIR, GROUND AND NAVAL FORCES
THROUGH EMBEDDING. MEDIA COVERAGE OF ANY FUTURE OPERATION
WILL, TO A LARGE EXTENT, SHAPE PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF THE NATIONAL
SECURITY ENVIRONMENT NOW AND IN THE YEARS AHEAD. THIS HOLDS
TRUE FOR THE U.S. PUBLIC; THE PUBLIC IN ALLIED COUNTRIES WHOSE
OPINION CAN AFFECT THE DURABILITY OF OUR COALITION; AND PUBLICS IN
COUNTRIES WHERE WE CONDUCT OPERATIONS, WHOSE PERCEPTIONS OF US
CAN AFFECT THE COST AND DURATION OF OUR INVOLVEMENT. OUR
ULTIMATE STRATEGIC SUCCESS IN BRINGING PEACE AND SECURITY TO THIS
REGION WILL COME IN OUR LONG-TERM COMMITMENT TO SUPPORTING OUR
DEMOCRATIC IDEALS. WE NEED TO TELL THE FACTUAL STORY — GOOD OR
BAD — BEFORE OTHERS SEED THE MEDIA WITH DISINFORMATION AND
DISTORTIONS, AS THEY MOST CERTAINLY WILL CONTINUE TO DO. OUR
PEOPLE IN THE FIELD NEED TO TELL OUR STORY — ONLY COMMANDERS CAN
ENSURE THE MEDIA GET TO THE STORY ALONGSIDE THE TROOPS. WE MUST
ORGANIZE FOR AND FACILITATE ACCESS OF NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL MEDIA TO OUR FORCES, INCLUDING THOSE FORCES
ENGAGED IN GROUND OPERATIONS, WITH THE GOAL OF DOING SO RIGHT
FROM THE START. TO ACCOMPLISH THIS, WE WILL EMBED MEDIA WITH OUR
UNITS. THESE EMBEDDED MEDIA WILL LIVE, WORK AND TRAVEL AS PART OF
THE UNITS WITH WHICH THEY ARE EMBEDDED TO FACILITATE MAXIMUM,
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE OF U.S. FORCES IN COMBAT AND RELATED
OPERATIONS. COMMANDERS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS MUST WORK
TOGETHER TO BALANCE THE NEED FOR MEDIA ACCESS WITH THE NEED FOR
OPERATIONAL SECURITY.

2.B. MEDIA WILL BE EMBEDDED WITH UNIT PERSONNEL AT AIR AND GROUND
FORCES BASES AND AFLOAT TO ENSURE A FULL UNDERSTANDING OF ALL
OPERATIONS. MEDIA WILL BE GIVEN ACCESS TO OPERATIONAL COMBAT
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MISSIONS, INCLUDING MISSION PREPARATION AND DEBRIEFING, WHENEVER
POSSIBLE.

2.C. A MEDIA EMBED IS DEFINED AS A MEDIA REPRESENTATIVE REMAINING
WITH A UNIT ON AN EXTENDED BASIS — PERHAPS A PERIOD OF WEEKS OR
EVEN MONTHS. COMMANDERS WILL PROVIDE BILLETING, RATIONS AND
MEDICAL  ATTENTION, IF NEEDED, TO THE EMBEDDED MEDIA
COMMENSURATE WITH THAT PROVIDED TO MEMBERS OF THE UNIT, AS
WELL AS ACCESS TO MILITARY TRANSPORTATION AND ASSISTANCE WITH
COMMUNICATIONS FILING/TRANSMITTING MEDIA PRODUCTS, IF REQUIRED.

EMBEDDED MEDIA ARE NOT AUTHORIZED USE OF THEIR OWN VEHICLES WHILE
TRAVELING IN AN EMBEDDED STATUS.

2.C.2. TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, SPACE ON MILITARY TRANSPORTATION WILL
BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR MEDIA EQUIPMENT NECESSARY TO COVER A
PARTICULAR OPERATION. THE MEDIA IS RESPONSIBLE FOR LOADING AND
CARRYING THEIR OWN EQUIPMENT AT ALL TIMES. USE OF PRIORITY
INTER-THEATER AIRLIFT FOR EMBEDDED MEDIA TO COVER STORIES, AS
WELL AS TO FILE STORIES, IS HIGHLY ENCOURAGED. SEATS ABOARD
VEHICLES, AIRCRAFT AND NAVAL SHIPS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO
ALLOW MAXIMUM COVERAGE OF U.S. TROOPS IN THE FIELD.

2.C.3. UNITS SHOULD PLAN LIFT AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT TO ASSIST IN
MOVING MEDIA PRODUCTS TO AND FROM THE BATTLEFIELD SO AS TO
TELL OUR STORY IN A TIMELY MANNER. IN THE EVENT OF COMMERCIAL
COMMUNICATIONS DIFFICULTIES, MEDIA ARE AUTHORIZED TO FILE
STORIES VIA EXPEDITIOUS MILITARY SIGNAL/COMMUNICATIONS
CAPABILITIES.

2.C.4. NO COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT FOR USE BY MEDIA IN THE CONDUCT
OF THEIR DUTIES WILL BE SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED. HOWEVER, UNIT
COMMANDERS MAY IMPOSE TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS ON ELECTRONIC
TRANSMISSIONS FOR OPERATIONAL SECURITY REASONS. MEDIA WILL
SEEK APPROVAL TO USE ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN A COMBAT/HOSTILE
ENVIRONMENT, UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED BY THE UNIT
COMMANDER OR HIS/HER DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE. THE USE OF



COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT WILL BE DISCUSSED IN FULL WHEN THE
MEDIA ARRIVE AT THEIR ASSIGNED UNIT.

3. PROCEDURES.

3.A. THE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR PUBLIC
AFFAIRS (OASD(PA) IS THE CENTRAL AGENCY FOR MANAGING AND
VETTING MEDIA EMBEDS TO INCLUDE ALLOCATING EMBED SLOTS TO MEDIA
ORGANIZATIONS. EMBED AUTHORITY MAY BE DELEGATED TO
SUBORDINATE ELEMENTS AFTER THE COMMENCEMENT OF HOSTILITIES
AND AT THE DISCRETION OF OASD(PA). EMBED OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE
ASSIGNED TO MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS, NOT TO INDIVIDUAL REPORTERS.
THE DECISION AS TO WHICH MEDIA REPRESENTATIVE WILL FILL ASSIGNED
EMBED SLOTS WILL BE MADE BY THE DESIGNATED POC FOR EACH NEWS
ORGANIZATION.

3.A.1. IAW REF. A, COMMANDERS OF UNITS IN RECEIPT OF A DEPLOYMENT

ORDER MAY EMBED REGIONAL/LOCAL MEDIA DURING PREPARATIONS
FOR DEPLOYMENT, DEPLOYMENT AND ARRIVAL IN THEATER UPON
RECEIPT OF THEATER CLEARANCE FROM CENTCOM AND APPROVAL OF
THE COMPONENT COMMAND. COMMANDERS WILL INFORM THESE MEDIA,
PRIOR TO THE DEPLOYING EMBED, THAT OASD(PA) IS THE APPROVAL
AUTHORITY FOR ALL COMBAT EMBEDS AND THAT THEIR PARTICULAR
EMBED MAY END AFTER THE UNIT’S ARRIVAL IN THEATER. THE MEDIA
ORGANIZATION MAY APPLY TO OASD(PA) FOR CONTINUED EMBEDDING,
BUT THERE IS NO GUARANTEE AND THE MEDIA ORGANIZATION WILL
HAVE TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR AND PAY FOR THE JOURNALISTS’
RETURN TRIP.

3.B. WITHOUT MAKING COMMITMENTS TO MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS, DEPLOYING
UNITS WILL IDENTIFY LOCAL MEDIA FOR POTENTIAL EMBEDS AND
NOMINATE THEM THROUGH PA CHANNELS TO OASD(PA) (POC: MAJ TIM
BLAIR, DSN 227-1253; COMM. 703-697-1253; EMAIL TIMOTHY.BLAIR@OSD.MIL.
INFORMATION REQUIRED TO BE FORWARDED INCLUDES MEDIA
ORGANIZATION, TYPE OF MEDIA AND CONTACT INFORMATION INCLUDING
BUREAU CHIEF/MANAGING EDITOR/NEWS DIRECTOR’'S NAME; OFFICE,
HOME AND CELL PHONE NUMBERS; PAGER NUMBERS AND EMAIL
ADDRESSES. SUBMISSIONS FOR EMBEDS WITH SPECIFIC UNITS SHOULD
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INCLUDE AN UNIT’S RECOMMENDATION AS TO WHETHER THE REQUEST
SHOULD BE HONORED.

UNIT COMMANDERS SHOULD ALSO EXPRESS, THROUGH THEIR CHAIN OF
COMMAND AND PA CHANNELS TO OASD(PA), THEIR DESIRE AND
CAPABILITY TO SUPPORT ADDITIONAL MEDIA EMBEDS BEYOND THOSE
ASSIGNED.

FREELANCE MEDIA WILL BE AUTHORIZED TO EMBED IF THEY ARE SELECTED
BY A NEWS ORGANIZATION AS THEIR EMBED REPRESENTATIVE.

UNITS WILL BE AUTHORIZED DIRECT COORDINATION WITH MEDIA AFTER
ASSIGNMENT AND APPROVAL BY OASD(PA).

3.E.1. UNITS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT ALL EMBEDDED MEDIA

3.F.

3.G.

3.H.

3.1

3.J.

AND THEIR NEWS ORGANIZATIONS HAVE SIGNED THE “RELEASE,
INDEMNIFICATION, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT AND AGREEMENT
NOT TO SUE, "FOUND AT [see PDF file]. UNITS MUST MAINTAIN A COPY OF
THIS AGREEMENT FOR ALL MEDIA EMBEDDED WITH THEIR UNIT.
EMBEDDED MEDIA OPERATE AS PART OF THEIR ASSIGNED UNIT. AN ESCORT
MAY BE ASSIGNED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE UNIT COMMANDER. THE
ABSENCE OF A PA ESCORT IS NOT A REASON TO PRECLUDE MEDIA ACCESS TO
OPERATIONS.
COMMANDERS WILL ENSURE THE MEDIA ARE PROVIDED WITH EVERY
OPPORTUNITY TO OBSERVE ACTUAL COMBAT OPERATIONS. THE PERSONAL
SAFETY OF CORRESPONDENTS IS NOT A REASON TO EXCLUDE THEM FROM
COMBAT AREAS.
IF, IN THE OPINION OF THE UNIT COMMANDER, A MEDIA REPRESENTATIVE
IS UNABLE TO WITHSTAND THE RIGOROUS CONDITIONS REQUIRED TO
OPERATE WITH THE FORWARD DEPLOYED FORCES, THE COMMANDER OR
HIS/HER  REPRESENTATIVE MAY LIMIT THE REPRESENTATIVES
PARTICIPATION WITH OPERATIONAL FORCES TO ENSURE UNIT SAFETY AND
INFORM OASD(PA) THROUGH PA CHANNELS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. GENDER
WILL NOT BE AN EXCLUDING FACTOR UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE.
IF FOR ANY REASON A MEDIA REPRESENTATIVE CANNOT PARTICIPATE IN
AN OPERATION, THEY WILL BE TRANSPORTED TO THE NEXT HIGHER
HEADQUARTERS FOR THE DURATION OF THE OPERATION.
COMMANDERS WILL OBTAIN THEATER CLEARANCE FROM CENTCOM/PA FOR
MEDIA EMBARKING ON MILITARY CONVEYANCE FOR PURPOSES OF
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3.K.

3.L.

3.M.

3.N.

3.0.

3.P.

3.Q.

3.R.

3.8.

EMBEDDING.

UNITS HOSTING EMBEDDED MEDIA WILL ISSUE INVITATIONAL TRAVEL
ORDERS, AND NUCLEAR, BIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL (NBC) GEAR. SEE
PARA. 5. FOR DETAILS ON WHICH ITEMS ARE ISSUED AND WHICH ITEMS THE
MEDIA ARE RESPONSIBLE TO PROVIDE FOR THEMSELVES.

MEDIA ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING THEIR OWN PASSPORTS AND
VISAS.

MEDIA WILL AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CENTCOM/OASD(PA) GROUND RULES
STATED IN PARA. 4 OF THIS MESSAGE IN EXCHANGE FOR COMMAND/UNIT-
PROVIDED SUPPORT AND ACCESS TO SERVICE MEMBERS, INFORMATION
AND OTHER PREVIOUSLY-STATED PRIVILEGES. ANY VIOLATION OF THE
GROUND RULES COULD RESULT IN TERMINATION OF THAT MEDIA’S EMBED
OPPORTUNITY.

DISPUTES/DIFFICULTIES. ISSUES, QUESTIONS, DIFFICULTIES OR DISPUTES
ASSOCIATED WITH GROUND RULES OR OTHER ASPECTS OF EMBEDDING
MEDIA THAT CANNOT BE RESOLVED AT THE UNIT LEVEL, OR THROUGH THE
CHAIN OF COMMAND, WILL BE FORWARDED THROUGH PA CHANNELS FOR
RESOLUTION. COMMANDERS WHO WISH TO TERMINATE AN EMBED FOR
CAUSE MUST NOTIFY CENTCOM/PA PRIOR TO TERMINATION. IF A DISPUTE
CANNOT BE RESOLVED AT A LOWER LEVEL, OASD(PA) WILL BE THE FINAL
RESOLUTION AUTHORITY. IN ALL CASES, THIS SHOULD BE DONE AS
EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE TO PRESERVE THE NEWS VALUE OF THE
SITUATION.

MEDIA WILL PAY THEIR OWN BILLETING EXPENSES IF BILLETED IN A
COMMERCIAL FACILITY.

MEDIA WILL DEPLOY WITH THE NECESSARY EQUIPMENT TO COLLECT AND
TRANSMIT THEIR STORIES.

THE STANDARD FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION SHOULD BE TO ASK “WHY
NOT RELEASE” VICE “WHY RELEASE.” DECISIONS SHOULD BE MADE ASAP,
PREFERABLY IN MINUTES, NOT HOURS.

THERE IS NO GENERAL REVIEW PROCESS FOR MEDIA PRODUCTS. SEE PARA
6.A. FOR FURTHER DETAIL CONCERNING SECURITY AT THE SOURCE.

MEDIA WILL ONLY BE GRANTED ACCESS TO DETAINEES OR EPWS WITHIN
THE PROVISIONS OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949. SEE PARA. 4.G.17.
FOR THE GROUND RULE.
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HAVING EMBEDDED MEDIA DOES NOT PRECLUDE CONTACT WITH OTHER
MEDIA. EMBEDDED MEDIA, AS A RESULT OF TIME INVESTED WITH THE UNIT
AND GROUND RULES AGREEMENT, MAY HAVE A DIFFERENT LEVEL OF
ACCESS.

CENTCOM/PA WILL ACCOUNT FOR EMBEDDED MEDIA DURING THE TIME THE
MEDIA IS EMBEDDED IN THEATER. CENTCOM/PA WILL REPORT CHANGES IN
EMBED STATUS TO OASD(PA) AS THEY OCCUR.

IFF A MEDIA REPRESENTATIVE IS KILLED OR INJURED IN THE COURSE OF
MILITARY OPERATIONS, THE UNIT WILL IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY OASD(PA),
THROUGH PA CHANNELS. OASD(PA) WILL CONTACT THE RESPECTIVE MEDIA
ORGANIZATION(S), WHICH WILL MAKE NEXT OF KIN NOTIFICATION IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE INDIVIDUAL’S WISHES.

MEDIA MAY TERMINATE THEIR EMBED OPPORTUNITY AT ANY TIME. UNIT
COMMANDERS WILL PROVIDE, AS THE TACTICAL SITUATION PERMITS AND
BASED ON THE AVAILABILITY OF TRANSPORTATION, MOVEMENT BACK TO
THE NEAREST LOCATION WITH COMMERCIAL TRANSPORTATION.

3.W.1. DEPARTING MEDIA WILL BE DEBRIEFED ON OPERATIONAL SECURITY

CONSIDERATIONS AS APPLICABLE TO ONGOING AND FUTURE OPERATIONS
WHICH THEY MAY NOW HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING.

4. GROUND RULES. FOR THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF U.S. FORCES AND
EMBEDDED MEDIA, MEDIA WILL ADHERE TO ESTABLISHED GROUND RULES.
GROUND RULES WILL BE AGREED TO IN ADVANCE AND SIGNED BY MEDIA
PRIOR TO EMBEDDING. VIOLATION OF THE GROUND RULES MAY RESULT IN
THE IMMEDIATE TERMINATION OF THE EMBED AND REMOVAL FROM THE AOR.
THESE GROUND RULES RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OF THE MEDIA TO COVER
MILITARY OPERATIONS AND ARE IN NO WAY INTENDED TO PREVENT RELEASE
OF DEROGATORY, EMBARRASSING, NEGATIVE OR UNCOMPLIMENTARY
INFORMATION. ANY MODIFICATION TO THE STANDARD GROUND RULES WILL
BE FORWARDED THROUGH THE PA CHANNELS TO CENTCOM/PA FOR
APPROVAL. STANDARD GROUND RULES ARE:

4.A.

ALL INTERVIEWS WITH SERVICE MEMBERS WILL BE ON THE RECORD.
SECURITY AT THE SOURCE IS THE POLICY. INTERVIEWS WITH PILOTS AND
AIRCREW MEMBERS ARE AUTHORIZED UPON COMPLETION OF MISSIONS;
HOWEVER, RELEASE OF INFORMATION MUST CONFORM TO THESE MEDIA
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4.B.

4.C.

4.D.

4.E.

4.F.

GROUND RULES.

PRINT OR BROADCAST STORIES WILL BE DATELINED ACCORDING TO LOCAL
GROUND RULES. LOCAL GROUND RULES WILL BE COORDINATED THROUGH
COMMAND CHANNELS WITH CENTCOM.

MEDIA EMBEDDED WITH U.S. FORCES ARE NOT PERMITTED TO CARRY
PERSONAL FIREARMS.

LIGHT DISCIPLINE RESTRICTIONS WILL BE FOLLOWED. VISIBLE LIGHT
SOURCES, INCLUDING FLASH OR TELEVISION LIGHTS, FLASH CAMERAS WILL
NOT BE USED WHEN OPERATING WITH FORCES AT NIGHT UNLESS
SPECIFICALLY APPROVED IN ADVANCE BY THE ON-SCENE COMMANDER.
EMBARGOES MAY BE IMPOSED TO PROTECT OPERATIONAL SECURITY.
EMBARGOES WILL ONLY BE USED FOR OPERATIONAL SECURITY AND WILL
BE LIFTED AS SOON AS THE OPERATIONAL SECURITY ISSUE HAS PASSED.
THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION ARE RELEASABLE.

4.F.1. APPROXIMATE FRIENDLY FORCE STRENGTH FIGURES.
4.F.2. APPROXIMATE FRIENDLY CASUALTY FIGURES BY SERVICE. EMBEDDED

MEDIA MAY, WITHIN OPSEC LIMITS, CONFIRM UNIT CASUALTIES THEY
HAVE WITNESSED.

4.F.3. CONFIRMED FIGURES OF ENEMY PERSONNEL DETAINED OR CAPTURED.
4.F 4. SIZE OF FRIENDLY FORCE PARTICIPATING IN AN ACTION OR OPERATION

CAN BE DISCLOSED USING APPROXIMATE TERMS. SPECIFIC FORCE OR
UNIT IDENTIFICATION MAY BE RELEASED WHEN IT NO LONGER
WARRANTS SECURITY PROTECTION.

4.F.5. INFORMATION AND LOCATION OF MILITARY TARGETS AND OBJECTIVES

PREVIOUSLY UNDER ATTACK.

4.F.6. GENERIC DESCRIPTION OF ORIGIN OF AIR OPERATIONS, SUCH AS “LAND-

BASED.”

4F.7. DATE, TIME OR LOCATION OF PREVIOUS CONVENTIONAL MILITARY

MISSIONS AND ACTIONS, AS WELL AS MISSION RESULTS ARE RELEASABLE
ONLY IF DESCRIBED IN GENERAL TERMS.

4.F.8. TYPES OF ORDNANCE EXPENDED IN GENERAL TERMS.
4.F.9. NUMBER OF AERIAL COMBAT OR RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS OR SORTIES

FLOWN IN CENTCOM’S AREA OF OPERATION.

4.F.10. TYPE OF FORCES INVOLVED (E.G., AIR DEFENSE, INFANTRY, ARMOR,

MARINES).
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ALLIED PARTICIPATION BY TYPE OF OPERATION (SHIPS, AIRCRAFT,
GROUND UNITS, ETC.) AFTER APPROVAL OF THE ALLIED UNIT
COMMANDER.

OPERATION CODE NAMES.

NAMES AND HOMETOWNS OF U.S. MILITARY UNITS.

SERVICE MEMBERS’ NAMES AND HOME TOWNS WITH THE INDIVIDUALS’
CONSENT.

4.G. THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION ARE NOT RELEASABLE
SINCE THEIR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST COULD JEOPARDIZE
OPERATIONS AND ENDANGER LIVES.

4.G.1.
4.G.2.

4.G.3.

4.GA4.

4.G.5.

4.G.6.

4.G.7.

4.G.8.

4.G.9.
4.G.10.

4.G.11.

SPECIFIC NUMBER OF TROOPS IN UNITS BELOW CORPS/MEF LEVEL.
SPECIFIC NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT IN UNITS AT OR BELOW THE AIR
EXPEDITIONARY WING LEVEL.

SPECIFIC NUMBERS REGARDING OTHER EQUIPMENT OR CRITICAL
SUPPLIES (E.G. ARTILLERY, TANKS, LANDING CRAFT, RADARS, TRUCKS,
WATER, ETC.).

SPECIFIC NUMBERS OF SHIPS IN UNITS BELOW THE CARRIER BATTLE
GROUP LEVEL.

NAMES OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS OR SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHIC
LOCATIONS OF MILITARY UNITS IN THE CENTCOM AREA OF
RESPONSIBILITY, UNLESS SPECIFICALLY RELEASED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE OR AUTHORIZED BY THE CENTCOM COMMANDER. NEWS AND
IMAGERY PRODUCTS THAT IDENTIFY OR INCLUDE IDENTIFIABLE
FEATURES OF THESE LOCATIONS ARE NOT AUTHORIZED FOR RELEASE.
INFORMATION REGARDING FUTURE OPERATIONS.

INFORMATION REGARDING FORCE PROTECTION MEASURES AT MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS OR ENCAMPMENTS (EXCEPT THOSE WHICH ARE VISIBLE
OR READILY APPARENT).

PHOTOGRAPHY SHOWING LEVEL OF SECURITY AT MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS OR ENCAMPMENTS.

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT.

INFORMATION ON INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION ACTIVITIES
COMPROMISING TACTICS, TECHNIQUES OR PROCEDURES.

EXTRA PRECAUTIONS IN REPORTING WILL BE REQUIRED AT THE
COMMENCEMENT OF HOSTILITIES TO MAXIMIZE OPERATIONAL SURPRISE.
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4.G.12.

4.G.13.

4.G.14.
4.G.15.
4.G.16.

4.G.17.

4.G.18.

4.G.19.

LIVE BROADCASTS FROM AIRFIELDS, ON THE GROUND OR AFLOAT, BY
EMBEDDED MEDIA ARE PROHIBITED UNTIL THE SAFE RETURN OF THE
INITIAL STRIKE PACKAGE OR UNTIL AUTHORIZED BY THE UNIT
COMMANDER.

DURING AN OPERATION, SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON FRIENDLY FORCE
TROOP MOVEMENTS, TACTICAL DEPLOYMENTS, AND DISPOSITIONS THAT
WOULD JEOPARDIZE OPERATIONAL SECURITY OR LIVES. INFORMATION
ON ON-GOING ENGAGEMENTS WILL NOT BE RELEASED UNLESS
AUTHORIZED FOR RELEASE BY ON-SCENE COMMANDER.

INFORMATION ON SPECIAL OPERATIONS UNITS, UNIQUE OPERATIONS
METHODOLOGY OR TACTICS, FOR EXAMPLE, AIR OPERATIONS, ANGLES OF
ATTACK, AND SPEEDS; NAVAL TACTICAL OR EVASIVE MANEUVERS, ETC.
GENERAL TERMS SUCH AS “LOW” OR “FAST” MAY BE USED.
INFORMATION ON EFFECTIVENESS OF ENEMY ELECTRONIC WARFARE.
INFORMATION IDENTIFYING POSTPONED OR CANCELED OPERATIONS.
INFORMATION ON MISSING OR DOWNED AIRCRAFT OR MISSING VESSELS
WHILE SEARCH AND RESCUE AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS ARE BEING
PLANNED OR UNDERWAY.

INFORMATION ON EFFECTIVENESS OF ENEMY CAMOUFLAGE, COVER,
DECEPTION, TARGETING, DIRECT AND INDIRECT FIRE, INTELLIGENCE
COLLECTION, OR SECURITY MEASURES.

NO PHOTOGRAPHS OR OTHER VISUAL MEDIA SHOWING AN ENEMY
PRISONER OF WAR OR DETAINEE’'S RECOGNIZABLE FACE, NAMETAG OR
OTHER IDENTIFYING FEATURE OR ITEM MAY BE TAKEN.

STILL OR VIDEO IMAGERY OF CUSTODY OPERATIONS OR INTERVIEWS
WITH PERSONS UNDER CUSTODY.

4H. THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES AND POLICIES APPLY TO COVERAGE OF
WOUNDED, INJURED, AND ILL PERSONNEL:

4.H.1.

4.H.2.

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE REMINDED OF THE SENSITIVITY OF
USING NAMES OF INDIVIDUAL CASUALTIES OR PHOTOGRAPHS THEY MAY
HAVE TAKEN WHICH CLEARLY IDENTIFY CASUALTIES UNTIL AFTER
NOTIFICATION OF THE NOK AND RELEASE BY OASD(PA).

BATTLEFIELD CASUALTIES MAY BE COVERED BY EMBEDDED MEDIA AS
LONG AS THE SERVICE MEMBER'S IDENTITY IS PROTECTED FROM
DISCLOSURE FOR 72 HOURS OR UPON VERIFICATION OF NOK
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NOTIFICATION, WHICHEVER IS FIRST.

4.H.3. MEDIA VISITS TO MEDICAL FACILITIES WILL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS, STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES,
OPERATIONS ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS BY ATTENDING PHYSICIANS. IF
APPROVED, SERVICE OR MEDICAL FACILITY PERSONNEL MUST ESCORT
MEDIA AT ALL TIMES.

4H.4. PATIENT WELFARE, PATIENT PRIVACY, AND NEXT OF KIN/FAMILY
CONSIDERATIONS ARE THE GOVERNING CONCERNS ABOUT NEWS MEDIA
COVERAGE OF WOUNDED, INJURED, AND ILL PERSONNEL IN MEDICAL
TREATMENT FACILITIES OR OTHER CASUALTY COLLECTION AND
TREATMENT LOCATIONS.

4.H.5. MEDIA VISITS ARE AUTHORIZED TO MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES, BUT MUST
BE APPROVED BY THE MEDICAL FACILITY COMMANDER AND ATTENDING
PHYSICIAN AND MUST NOT INTERFERE WITH MEDICAL TREATMENT.
REQUESTS TO VISIT MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES OUTSIDE THE
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES WILL BE COORDINATED BY THE UNIFIED
COMMAND PA.

4H.6. REPORTERS MAY VISIT THOSE AREAS DESIGNATED BY THE FACILITY
COMMANDER, BUT WILL NOT BE ALLOWED IN OPERATING ROOMS DURING
OPERATING PROCEDURES.

4 H.7. PERMISSION TO INTERVIEW OR PHOTOGRAPH A PATIENT WILL BE
GRANTED ONLY WITH THE CONSENT OF THE ATTENDING PHYSICIAN OR
FACILITY COMMANDER AND WITH THE PATIENT’S INFORMED CONSENT,
WITNESSED BY THE ESCORT.

4.H.8. “INFORMED CONSENT” MEANS THE PATIENT UNDERSTANDS HIS OR HER
PICTURE AND COMMENTS ARE BEING COLLECTED FOR NEWS MEDIA
PURPOSES AND THEY MAY APPEAR NATIONWIDE IN NEWS MEDIA
REPORTS.

4H.9. THE ATTENDING PHYSICIAN OR ESCORT SHOULD ADVISE THE SERVICE
MEMBER IF NOK HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED.

5. IMMUNIZATIONS AND PERSONAL PROTECTIVE GEAR.

9.A. MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS SHOULD ENSURE THAT MEDIA ARE PROPERLY
IMMUNIZED BEFORE EMBEDDING WITH UNITS. THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE
CONTROL (CDC)-RECOMMENDED IMMUNIZATIONS FOR DEPLOYMENT TO



THE MIDDLE EAST INCLUDE HEPATITIS A; HEPATITIS B; RABIES; TETANUS-
DIPHTHERIA; AND TYPHOID. THE CDC RECOMMENDS MENINGOCOCCAL
IMMUNIZATIONS FOR VISITORS TO MECCA. IF TRAVELING TO CERTAIN
AREAS IN THE CENTCOM AOR, THE CDC RECOMMENDS TAKING
PRESCRIPTION ANTIMALARIAL DRUGS. ANTHRAX AND SMALLPOX
VACCINES WILL BE PROVIDED TO THE MEDIA AT NO EXPENSE TO THE
GOVERNMENT (THE MEDIA OUTLET WILL BEAR THE EXPENSE). FOR MORE
HEALTH INFORMATION FOR TRAVELERS TO THE MIDDLE EAST, GO TO THE
CDC WEB SITE AT <HTTP://WWW.CDC.GOV/TRAVEL/MIDEAST .HTM>.

5.B. BECAUSE THE USE OF PERSONAL PROTECTIVE GEAR, SUCH AS HELMETS OR
FLAK VESTS, IS BOTH A PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL CHOICE, MEDIA WILL
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PROCURING/USING SUCH EQUIPMENT. PERSONAL
PROTECTIVE GEAR, AS WELL AS CLOTHING, WILL BE SUBDUED IN COLOR
AND APPEARANCE.

5.C. EMBEDDED MEDIA ARE AUTHORIZED AND REQUIRED TO BE PROVIDED WITH,
ON A TEMPORARY LOAN BASIS, NUCLEAR, BIOLOGICAL, CHEMICAL (NBC)
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT BY THE UNIT WITH WHICH THEY ARE EMBEDDED.
UNIT PERSONNEL WILL PROVIDE BASIC INSTRUCTION IN THE PROPER WEAR,
USE, AND MAINTENANCE OF THE EQUIPMENT. UPON TERMINATION OF THE
EMBED, INITIATED BY EITHER PARTY, THE NBC EQUIPMENT SHALL BE
RETURNED TO THE EMBEDDING UNIT. IF SUFFICIENT NBC PROTECTIVE
EQUIPMENT IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR EMBEDDED MEDIA, COMMANDERS MAY
PURCHASE ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT, WITH FUNDS NORMALLY AVAILABLE
FOR THAT PURPOSE, AND LOAN IT TO EMBEDDED MEDIA IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THIS PARAGRAPH.

6. SECURITY

6.A. MEDIA PRODUCTS WILL NOT BE SUBJECT TO SECURITY REVIEW OR
CENSORSHIP EXCEPT AS INDICATED IN PARA. 6.A.1. SECURITY AT THE
SOURCE WILL BE THE RULE. U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL SHALL PROTECT
CLASSIFIED INFORMATION FROM UNAUTHORIZED OR INADVERTENT
DISCLOSURE. MEDIA PROVIDED ACCESS TO SENSITIVE INFORMATION,
INFORMATION WHICH IS NOT CLASSIFIED BUT WHICH MAY BE OF
OPERATIONAL VALUE TO AN ADVERSARY OR WHEN COMBINED WITH OTHER
UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION MAY REVEAL CLASSIFIED INFORMATION,
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WILL BE INFORMED IN ADVANCE BY THE UNIT COMMANDER OR HIS/HER
DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OR
DISCLOSURE OF SUCH INFORMATION. WHEN IN DOUBT, MEDIA WILL
CONSULT WITH THE UNIT COMMANDER OR HIS/HER DESIGNATED
REPRESENTATIVE.

6.A.1. THE NATURE OF THE EMBEDDING PROCESS MAY INVOLVE OBSERVATION
OF SENSITIVE INFORMATION, INCLUDING TROOP MOVEMENTS, BATTLE
PREPARATIONS, MATERIEL CAPABILITIES AND VULNERABILITIES AND
OTHER INFORMATION AS LISTED IN PARA. 4.G. WHEN A COMMANDER OR
HIS/HER DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE HAS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT
A MEDIA MEMBER WILL HAVE ACCESS TO THIS TYPE OF SENSITIVE
INFORMATION, PRIOR TO ALLOWING SUCH ACCESS, HE/SHE WILL TAKE
PRUDENT PRECAUTIONS TO ENSURE THE SECURITY OF THAT
INFORMATION. THE PRIMARY SAFEGUARD WILL BE TO BRIEF MEDIA IN
ADVANCE ABOUT WHAT INFORMATION IS SENSITIVE AND WHAT THE
PARAMETERS ARE FOR COVERING THIS TYPE OF INFORMATION. IF MEDIA
ARE INADVERTENTLY EXPOSED TO SENSITIVE INFORMATION THEY
SHOULD BE BRIEFED AFTER EXPOSURE ON WHAT INFORMATION THEY
SHOULD AVOID COVERING. IN INSTANCES WHERE A UNIT COMMANDER OR
THE DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE DETERMINES THAT COVERAGE OF A
STORY WILL INVOLVE EXPOSURE TO SENSITIVE INFORMATION BEYOND
THE SCOPE OF WHAT MAY BE PROTECTED BY PREBRIEFING OR
DEBRIEFING, BUT COVERAGE OF WHICH IS IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE
DOD, THE COMMANDER MAY OFFER ACCESS IF THE REPORTER AGREES TO
A SECURITY REVIEW OF THEIR COVERAGE. AGREEMENT TO SECURITY
REVIEW IN EXCHANGE FOR THIS TYPE OF ACCESS MUST BE STRICTLY
VOLUNTARY AND IF THE REPORTER DOES NOT AGREE, THEN ACCESS MAY
NOT BE GRANTED. IF A SECURITY REVIEW IS AGREED TO, IT WILL NOT
INVOLVE ANY EDITORIAL CHANGES; IT WILL BE CONDUCTED SOLELY TO
ENSURE THAT NO SENSITIVE OR CLASSIFIED INFORMATION IS INCLUDED
IN THE PRODUCT. IF SUCH INFORMATION IS FOUND, THE MEDIA WILL BE
ASKED TO REMOVE THAT INFORMATION FROM THE PRODUCT AND/OR
EMBARGO THE PRODUCT UNTIL SUCH INFORMATION IS NO LONGER
CLASSIFIED OR SENSITIVE. REVIEWS ARE TO BE DONE AS SOON AS
PRACTICAL SO AS NOT TO INTERRUPT COMBAT OPERATIONS NOR DELAY
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REPORTING. IF THERE ARE DISPUTES RESULTING FROM THE SECURITY
REVIEW PROCESS THEY MAY BE APPEALED THROUGH THE CHAIN OF
COMMAND, OR THROUGH PA CHANNELS TO OASD/PA. THIS PARAGRAPH
DOES NOT AUTHORIZE COMMANDERS TO ALLOW MEDIA ACCESS TO
CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.

6.A.2. MEDIA PRODUCTS WILL NOT BE CONFISCATED OR OTHERWISE
IMPOUNDED. IF IT IS BELIEVED THAT CLASSIFIED INFORMATION HAS
BEEN COMPROMISED AND THE MEDIA REPRESENTATIVE REFUSES TO
REMOVE THAT INFORMATION NOTIFY THE CPIC AND/OR OASD/PA AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THE ISSUE MAY BE ADDRESSED WITH THE MEDIA
ORGANIZATION’S MANAGEMENT.

7. MISCELLANEOUS/COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS:

7.A. OASD(PA) IS THE INITIAL EMBED AUTHORITY. EMBEDDING PROCEDURES
AND ASSIGNMENT AUTHORITY MAY BE TRANSFERRED TO CENTCOM PA AT
A LATER DATE. THIS AUTHORITY MAY BE FURTHER DELEGATED AT
CENTCOM’S DISCRETION.

7.B. THIS GUIDANCE AUTHORIZES BLANKET APPROVAL FOR NON-LOCAL AND
LOCAL MEDIA TRAVEL ABOARD DOD AIRLIFT FOR ALL EMBEDDED MEDIA
ON A NO-COST, SPACE AVAILABLE BASIS. NO ADDITIONAL COSTS SHALL BE
INCURRED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IAW DODI 5410.15,
PARA 3.4.

7.C. USE OF LIPSTICK AND HELMET-MOUNTED CAMERAS ON COMBAT SORTIES IS
APPROVED AND ENCOURAGED TO THE GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE.

8. OASD(PA) POC FOR EMBEDDING MEDIA IS MAJ TIM BLAIR, DSN 227-1253, CMCL
703-697-1253, EMAIL TIMOTHY.BLAIR@OSD.MIL.



