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The Reurbanization of Osaka after 1980

Tsuyoshi Tokuda, Shingo Tsumaki and Manabu Ajisaka

After the 1970’s, the population of Japan’s central city areas decreased due to
suburbanization. Recently, many residents have begun moving to the central city ar-
eas, causing the population of Japanese metropolis (Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, etc.) to
increase, particularly since 2000. This paper aims at analyzing the population census
after 1980 and explaining Osaka’s reurbanization process.

We found the several tendencies through statistical analysis. 1) Osaka’s popula-
tion began to increase in 2000. We attribute this to new residents moving into
Osaka’s newly built high rise condominiums in the central city areas, showing that
Osaka’s increase in population is mainly taking place in the central city areas. In
contrast, the population of inner city areas and the suburbs have been decreasing. 2)
The distribution of the population has also changed. In the central city areas, women
of 30-50 years old have increased (esp. from 2000 to 2005), but younger people (5
—14 years old) have not increased. It means that most of new residents are families
with no kid (the single, the DINKS etc.), not the nuclear family (parents and kids).
This tendency may change these areas’ family life—styles and relationships. 3) Since
the 1980s the number of new housing supplied by the public sector in Osaka have
been much smaller than Tokyo’s, thus making it more difficult for families with
children to reside in Osaka’s central city areas. This is one reason why the number
of younger people (esp. nuclear families) is smaller in Osaka.

Key words : Osaka, reurbanization, central city area



