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A study on the interaction between
women’s participation in social activities and
the creation of social work as a profession :

focused on the birth of social work in America

Konomi Imai

The development of social work was lead by men in Japan but by women in

America. It is women that contributed to the progress of social work by creating the
profession of a “female professional” in the beginning of 20 century.
In those days, even if they had a higher education, other professions closed its door
to women because men occupied them. In present America, people know the interac-
tion between women’s participation in social activities and the development of social
work through the study of researchers in the area of social work and women’s his-
tory. But in Japan, its study is still developing.

This paper intends to clarify the interaction by review of the preceded studies in
America. It is the first step in specializing the historical development of social work
in Japan compared with that of in America.

My original point is to promote the understanding through 3 phases, they are
the history of women, social welfare, and the evaluations of each study.





