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Trust in Others, Consideration for
the Poor, Discontent, and Anomie :
Social Stratification and the Attitudes
which Sustain Social Cooperation

Hisataka Kobayashi

Trust in others and considerations for the poor are both essential attitudes in
sustaining social cooperation. Analyzing SSM data, we found that these attitudes are
closely related to social stratification. People scoring ‘high’ on the scale of economic
stratification trust others more than people who score low. Low scorers have more
consideration for the poor than do high scorers. However, no matter where people
appear on the scale, close and intimate social relationships increase attitudes of trust
toward others and consideration for poor people.

Feelings of discontent in one’s own life also relate to social stratification. Peo-
ple in a low position are less content than those scoring high. As with the attitudes
of trust and consideration, having close relationships with others plays an important
role here too, weakening this sense of discontent.

In this article a scale for measuring anomie (the desire for great wealth) is pre-
sented. By using this measure, several findings on the relationship between anomie
and social stratification are considered. (1) The rich are more anomic than the poor
in Japan. (2) Anomic people in a low position distrust others more than non-anomic
people in the same position. (3) Anomic people in a high position trust others more
than non-anomic people in the same position. Using the term ‘naive anomie’ for
high scorers in economic stratification who have little consideration for the poor, and
‘cynical anomie’ for low scorers to represent their distrust of others, this paper pre-
sent a concrete image of anomic man in our stratified society.

Key words and phrases : social stratification, social relationship, intimacy, coop-

eration, trust in others, consideration to the poor, discon-
tent, anomie



