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Doshisha and Taiwanese Students: A 100 Year History

Mitsuo Kawaguchi

2005 marked the 100th year since the first Taiwanese student’s arrived at Dosh-
isha in 1905. Over the last 100 years Doshisha has accepted around 800 Taiwanese
students and has been engaged with Taiwanese society through its subsequent alumni
network.

This article aims at describing how Doshisha has gone about accepting Taiwan-
ese students and how these students have led to interchanges between Doshisha and
wider Taiwanese society. Mainly focusing on the case of the Taiwan Branch of
Doshisha Alumni Association for evidence of such interchanges, the paper illustrates
that there is a great generation gap between old and young Taiwanese alumni. The
prewar Taiwanese students were mostly from the privileged €elite class under the co-
lonial regime, while the post-1980s Taiwanese students are mostly from the urban
middle class, a group which has drastically expanded under the high growth of Tai-
wan's economy. Considering the differences of socia background, it is no wonder
that the two generations differ in so many respects; motivation to study oversess,
career paths, social position after returning to Taiwan, their commitment to the
alumni association, and their identity as ‘alma maters’, etc.

In the epilogue of this article, the author discusses ways in which Doshisha
benefits from its ability to attract excellent students from Asia in 21st century. As
Doshisha has been accepting a great number of students from different countries in
Asia, not only from Taiwan, its alumni network has been spreading widely in Asia
Furthermore, it has a great store of “stories’ concerning interchange with Asia,
which can be a useful resource for education and heritage tourism.



