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Social and Cultural Conditions

to Surround Social Work in the Netherlands

—The Enactment of the WMO and the Promotion
of the Community Care by the Inhabitant’s Participation

Hiroto Kuga

This paper aims at clearing social and cultural conditions to surround social
work in the Netherlands, based on the enactment of WMO (Wet Maatschappelijke
Ondersteuning) and today’s trend of social welfare.

In the Netherlands, sharing roles between the public section and the private sec-
tor in the social welfare is definite. The people have high interest to the community
and participation consciousness to the volunteer activities. These are influenced
greatly from the origin of the country.

In this paper, I notice that “argument” and “agreement” are important in the
Netherlands. Then, it is important for social welfare and social work to promote the
people’s participation in the society. That is to make approachs to the people to par-
ticipate in and contribute to the society. And it must not be forgotten that the impor-
tant role of social welfare and social work is to prepare the condition for becoming
possible for the people to participate in and contribute to the society.

I think that the Dutch social welfare and the social work give much suggestion
to the Japanese social welfare and social work.
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