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The present chapter examines the process of establishment of the
integrated association of publishers in December 1940, in the context of
the New Order advocated by the Konoe administration in the summer, to
demonstrate how devoted government officials took the lead in discussions
with publishers, allegedly on equal footing. Some were convinced, like
Minokichi Hasegawa, that their purpose was the same as that of the nation,
and yet soon it turned out: the purpose of the nation was what all publishers
must observe.

On dissolving their associations, the Cabinet Intelligence Committee
asked the publishers to nominate preparatory committee members for the
new body. Hasegawa was one of the 25 candidates on the list the Tokyo
Book Publishers Association submitted on the 24th of August. Hasegawa
was fully determined and prepared to work for its establishment. In his
monthly, Serupan, he made a notice of dismissal of its editor. A Germanist
took the place of Yukio Haruyama, whose liberal stance was undeniably
unfit for the time.

Hasegawa was not designated for the committee, but appointed to sit on
the founding committee of 8 officials and 42 civilians. The new Association
of publishers was founded in December. Eventually Hasegawa became one

of the 30 board members in January the next year.
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The authority and responsibility of the board, however, was only to attend
annual general meetings, and the Association itself, it cannot be repeated too
often, was supposed to work under “close liaison and coordination” with the
Intelligence Bureau reorganized on the 6th of December. And, fully 29% of
the senior rank of this “new administrative agency for the new Nation” was

occupied by military attache.



