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SUMMARY

This study, with a comparison of policies toward non-Western religion and Western
religion, analyzes the religious policies of the government-general of Chosen in the
period of the conversion of peninsula into commissary base after the ‘Manchurian
Incident.” Japan applied different methods toward each religion in the same way not
only during the period of Japanese Annexation of Korea and the military reign but
also during the period of the 1919 Independence Movement and the cultural reign.
Even though they were derived from one identical ruling idea, the policies toward
each religion differed from one another in terms of the specific application. The
government-general of Chosen, utilizing the existing religions, enforced ‘Campaign
of Mental Field Development.” Here was an intention to plant and raise the value
sense and religious mind in the whole peninsula, which were favorable for its ruling
system. The policies toward Buddhism and Confucianism, which were initiated by
Korean people, were ‘direct and straightforward’ since Japan intended to concern
itself with them. On the other hand, the policy toward Christianity, which was led
by missionaries, was ‘indirect and roundabout’ because Japan took the missionary
existence and work into consideration. The missionaries were not disregardable for
the government-general of Chosen, for they were the representative and symbol of
the Western Powers in the peninsula. Due to this background, the method and detail
of the Christian policy in this period was dissimilar to those toward Buddhism and

Confucianism.
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