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SUMMARY

Pauline soteriology is by and large, especially in Protestant theology in general,
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understood in terms of “justification by faith” holding the faith in opposition
to the law. In this understanding, however, there seems to be a prejudice and
misunderstanding against Judaism in his days. So it is necessary to study his
soteriology anew in relation with the religious rites performed in the Jerusalem
temple and with his career as a dispora.

The salvation system in Judaism in his days had two focuses. One of them was the
temple rites. Various rites in the temple had a very important meaning for faith and
dairy life of the Jews, and Paul pays heavy respect to the temple rites. Another focus
was the law, and the observance of the law was not only obligation but also privilege
for them. Paul accepts the death of Jesus on the cross as a sacrificial atonement,
which has its background in the temple rites. When he relates his soteriology, he
often refers to the temple in affirmative. This positive understanding of Paul to the

temple is remarkably different from Jesus' attitude to the temple.
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