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ik FIFCHE, AU RICE L TRY B2 AV, Tl 2E - 72k
BUEik. BEHERE 0k, AR IERE . FREZRR. (P RRZ M. SRESMK (F T
B 2BALE L BT, REHERRIEERE) XA PofsabITos L, HIE
DIESIES—F] bTWBRTE o0 LICEHEHL LT, BLEDSE
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2EL. TORFICREHEEL IRV, ZLTETLLOBEIPWLHERD ) E
HOTROTIFETH D, $72. BIZOWTIELEHRE 77X 57210 # T &4%,
WEBEETFRICECHASEHZHL LiF/ov, BER2I X ¥ M ETHW A
BB L L LT %,

2 fFE A (Government Phonology) Tl L A ¥ MK, & L < IZH W IZFET
BRI L o THA G D ENEBOL L 4 ¥ D EEEA ORI EZ ATz
DOEE, FREAHEOTOERREFEHRT D,

3 TWHWERE DN o722 EIZDW TR 1B,

4 FREHHY 7 PPraatlil X O, wavhFRUCEREF LT =5 250 L. TOFRMfE%
FARTzo FEIE—MICHEERE TR 2 %, BELWHEICEH L TIEZ 2 TIEERL
s, WA BTy 72 /i/TUE 1400~1500 Hertz 720 TH B DR L. /w/ Tl
1100 Hertzd 72 1) 7255, AZMHIN/i/E TIE STV 725 DOH%1200 Hertz B V1 S
B Y NGED VTN 5,

5 19604EEHICBWTIE 7T 7> FEICBW T FEOT L ) L HE0EZAD
KEVWEZAHATHo72 (Fhk 1960)

6 ZAUTIIHD LD DAFH A S ARANFALOIEIZ & o THEAVERD S B0 L HOM8E
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The Disappearing /i/ and Lenition of /p/ in the Ishigaki Dialect:
Fieldwork on the “Island of Songs”

Yuko Z. YOSHIDA

Keywords: the Ishigaki Dialect, dialectal variation, fieldwork, religious and

farming community, folk songs

Reported here are some recent changes of the pronunciation in the
Ishigaki dialect, along with their social and cultural background, based on
the recently collected set of data from the author’s fieldwork on the Ishigaki
Island.

The initial part of the paper reports some changes in the dialect of
Ishigaki city centre, and some theoretical implications. The element theory
(Kaye, Lowenstamm and Vergnaud 1985, 1990, Charette and Goksel 1996)
employed here treats phonological segments as Phonological Expressions

(PEs), simplex or complex forms of three universally fixed Phonological
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Elements, A, I and U. The lack of short mid vowels in the dialect, /e/ and
/o/, whose PEs are (A.I) and (A.U) respectively, implies that a complex PE
can not be accommodated within a single timing slot. This vein of analysis
hints at an uncertain future for the short central high vowel /i/, comprising
two elements, (I.U): field research results attested the unstable status of /i/,
from the acoustic analysis of the vowel in question.

The dialectal variation of each village in the central area of Ishigaki city
had been diversified or preserved in tandem with the religious and farming
community of the village in question. Ishigaki Island has always been
referred to as an “island of songs”; yet the current situation is quite different
from the pre-war period when folk songs were thriving as a crucial part
of the lives of inhabitants. Yunta was playing a key role to help men and
women of the village community work efficiently on the farm throughout
the day when they were overwhelmed by heavy poll tax. It was with sacred
songs, Ayo and Jiraba, that people of the village were all active participants
in, rather than mere spectators of, the festivals centering around the village
shrine. The pronunciation of those songs handed down reflects the locality

of the village community.



