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She was much admired as she lay on the stocks, gaily decorated with
Japanese flags, evergreens, etc. Suspended from her bow was a large
collapsible cage covered with red and white striped material and containing a
number of pigeons, which in accordance with national custom were released
together with a quantity of confetti, as the vessel glided into the water amid
enthusiastic cheering from the crowds. The birds at once took flight, which,
it maybe observed, was regarded as a good omen. Had they alighted on the
ship, the latter, if there be anything in superstition, would be doomed to an
unlucky career.

(Keys & Smith, 1996: 32)
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BMW’s £800m take over means that, for the first time in 112 years, Britain
no longer boasts a British-owned volume car maker.

(The Independent, 1 February 1994)
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The Battleship Kashima and Triumph Acclaim:
Industrial ‘Landmarks’ in the 20" Century Anglo-Japanese Relations

Mutsumi YAMAMOTO
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There are at least two major turning points in the 20* century Anglo-
Japanese relations, and they are marked by commemorative ‘landmark
products’ the battleship Kashima and Triumph Acclaim.

In the late 19® century, the relationship between Britain and Japan was
often described as that between a ‘teacher’ and a ‘pupil’ (Conte-Helm, 1989;
Checkland, 1996). However, the Japanese victory over Russia in the Russo-
Japanese War in 1905 and the fast-growing Japanese technology in the field
of shipbuilding, which the Japanese had learnt from Britain through their
cutting-edge warships, changed the situation: Japan ceased to be a ‘pupil’ of
Britain. The end of the era is clearly marked by the battleship Kashima, the
last warship produced by the Armstrong Company, which kept providing the
Imperial Japanese Navy with the first class performance vessels and their

armaments.
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The 1980s saw the second turning point of the relationship between these
two nations. Conte-Helm (1989) argued that the relation between a ‘teacher’
and a ‘pupil’ was reversed when the first British-built Nissan Bluebird
was ‘launched’ in Sunderland in 1986. However, this change in the motor
industry had already been under way when the North East of England
successfully invited Nissan as one of the biggest employers in the region.
The arrival of the new period with Japan as a ‘teacher’ and Britain as a ‘pupil’
is marked by the production of Honda Ballade as Triumph Acclaim by the
British Leyland and with a British badge, which started in 1981.





