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Abstract
The Social Inclusion/Exclusion of Rohingya Refugees
in Japan, 2023:
Assertiveness, Adaptation, 'Role' Consciousness
and their own 'Place’

Wako HoNpA
Yuki AsaBa

This study reveals the current state of affairs in the social inclusion/
exclusion of Rohingya refugees in Japan, 2023. As is the case with the
Russian invasion into Ukraine, refugees and internally displaced people
reached 100 million at the end of 2022 for the first time in history according
to the UNHCR statistics. Stateless Rohingya people originally living across
the borders between Myanmar (Burma) and Bangladesh were forced to
leave their mother land under the rule of military junta, and to live in
“foreign” countries against their will. This includes Japan, in which the
social myth of an “homogeneous” country lingers until today and in which
both refugee populations and asylum recognition are extremely low among
OECD members.

Under the circumstances, Rohingya people in Japan have for decades
struggled to assert their own identity and to adapt to the host society by
finding their own role and place. The 1st author of this paper conducted her
own intensive interviews with 4 leading activists of the Burmese Rohingya
Association in Japan (BRAJ), located in Tatebayashi City, Gunma Prefecture,
where a lot of Rohingya people live and help each other.

Based on the 150 keywords extracted from the interviews, BRAJ’s
activities consist of 7 core categories: sociality, flexibility, ambition, growth

potential, deepening, development, and inheritance. All of them combined
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leads to the realization of social inclusion, a mixture of their respective
place, role, and the feeling of connectedness. Against the existing studies
mainly focused on the host society’s side, our studies shed light on the
refugees’ side and prove that the most important part of their activities lies
in the proportional combination of assertiveness of their own identity and
their adaptation to the host society.

Although this study has inherent limitations due to the number of the
interviewees and their “elite” characteristics, we claim with certainty that
there exist promises to the global citizens for Japan to keep in the coming
decade. Social and even political inclusion of (Rohingya) refugees is
indispensable for the diversification of the society itself and for responding

to global issues as a responsible member of the global community.

Keywords: Rohingya in Japan, social inclusion, assertiveness of their identity,

adaptation to the host society, 'role' consciousness, and their own ‘place’



