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Book Review, Tomohiro Yakuwa, Japanese History of Reading and Writing (Yomikaki
no Nihon Shi)

Mitsuhiro Wada

In the author’s opinion, (1) Literacy in traditional Japanese society adopted
variant Chinese as a written language, which created the need for training and
mastery in education, but there are differences in the level of attainment in early
modern terakoya. (2) Regarding the structure of literacy in early modern Japan,
the world of typical written culture was at the top, and the world of practical
document manipulation was at the bottom, and terakoya could be positioned in the
preparation process for the latter. (3) The ability of most people to read and write
is a result of modern school education, but the quality of this was different from
early modern literacy. In response to this, commentators point out that although
there are clear disparities in educational standards among individual terakoya
schools, the tendency to standardize terakoya education reflects an early modern
orientation towards general education.
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